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Constitution of the Presbyterian 
Church. 


(Continued from p. 331). 


Chap. XV.—Of Translation, or 
removing a@ Minister from one 
Charge to another. 


Sect. I. QO bishop shall be 

| translated from 
one church to another, nor 
shall he receive any call for that 
purpose, but by the permission 
of the presbytery. 

Sect. II. Any church, de- 
siring to call a settled minister 
from his present charge, shall, 
by commissioners properly au- 
thorised, represent to the pres- 
bytery the ground on which they 
plead his removal. The pres- 
bytery, having maturely con- 
sidered their plea, may, accord- 
Ing as it appears more or less 
reasonable, either recommend to 
them to desist from prosecuting 
the call ; or may order it to be 
delivered to the minister to 
Whom it is directed ; together 

Vor. II. NO, 10. 














with a written citation, to him 
and his congregation, to appear 
before the presbytery at their 
next meeting. This citation 
shall be read from the pulpit in 
that church, by a member of the 
presbytery appointed for that 
purpose, immediately after pub- 
lic worship ; so that, at least, 
two sabbaths shall intervene, be- 
twixt the citation, and the meet- 
ing of the presbytery at which 
the cause of translation is to be 
considered. The presbytery, 
being met, and having heard the 
parties, shall, upon the whole 
view of the case, either continue 
him in his former charge, or 
translate him, as they shall deem 
to be most for the peace and ed- 
ification of the church ; or refer 
the whole affair to the synod, 
at their next meeting, for their 
advice and direction. 

Sect. III. When the congre- 
gation, calling any settled min- 
ister, is within the limits of ano- 
ther presbytery, that congrega- 
tion shall obtain leave, from the 
presbytery to or they belong 
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362 Constitution of the Presbyterian Church, 


to apply to the presbytery, of | 
“which he is a member: And 


that presbytery, having cited 
him and his congregation as be- 
fore directed, shall proceed to 
hear and issue the cause. Hf 
they agree to the translation, 
they shall release him from his 
present charge ; and having 
riven him proper testimonials, 
shall require him to repair to 
that presbytery, within the 
bounds of which the congrega- 
tion calling him lies, that the 
proper steps may be taken for 
his regular settlement in that 


- congregation : And the presby- 


tery to which the congregation 
belongs, having received an au- 
thenticated certificate of his re- 
lease, under the hand of the 
clerk of that presbytery, shall 
proceed toinstall him in the con- 
gregation, as soon as convenient. 
Provided always, that no bishop 
or pastor shall be translated, 
Without his own consent previ- 
ously obtained. 

Sect. 1V. When any minis- 
ter is to be settled in a congre- 
gation, the installment, which 
consists In constituting a paste- 
ral relation between him and the 
people of that particular church, 
may be periormed, either by the 
presbytery, or by a committee 
appointed for that purpose, as 
may appear most expedient : 
and the following order shall 
be observed therein. 

Sect. V. A day shall be ap- 


pointed for the installment, at 


such time as may appear most 
convenient, and due notice 


thereof given to the congrega- 
tion. 

sect. VI. When the pres- 
bytery, or committee, shall be 
convened and constituted, on the 
day appointed, a sermon shall 


[Ocr, 


be delivered, by some one of 
the members previously appoint. 
ed thereto ; immediately afer 
which, the bishop, who is to 
preside, shall state to the con. 
sregation the design of thejp 
pmeeting, and bricfly recite the 
proceedings of the presbytery 
relative thereto. And then, ad- 
dressing himself to the minis- 
ter to be installed, shall propose 
to him the following questions: 

1, Are you now willing to 
take the charge of this congre- 
gation, as their pastor, agreea. 
bly to your declaration ataccept- 
ing their call ? 

2. Do you conscientiously be- 
lieve and declare, as far as you 
know your own heart, that in 
taking upon you this charge, 
you are influenced by a sinccre 
desire to promote the glory of 
God, and the good of his 
church ? 

3. Do you solemnly promise, 
that, by the assistance of the 
erace of God, you will endeav- 
or faithfully to discharge all the 
duties of a pastor to this con- 
gregation ; and will be careful 
to maintain a deportment, in all 
‘espects becoming a minister of 
the gospel of Christ, agreeably 
to your ordination engagements? 
To all these having received s2- 
tisfactory answers, he shall pro- 
pose to the people the same, oF 
like questions, us those directed 
under the head of ordination ; 
which having been also s@ls- 
factorily answered, by holding 
up the right hand, in testimony 
of assent, he shall solemnly 
pronounce and declare the said 
minister to be regularly constl- 
tuted the pastor of that one 
gation. A charge shall then 
given to both parties, 25 direc: 
ted in the affair of ordinalion) 
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and after prayer and singing a 
psalm adapted to the transaction, 
the congregation shall be dismis- 
sed with the usual benediction. 
Sect. VII. It is highly be- 
coming, that afier the solemni- 
ty of the installment, the heads 


of families of that congrega- | 


tion who are then present, or at 
least the elders, and those 
appointed to take care of 
the temporal concerns of that 
church, should come forward to 
their pastor, and give him their 
right hand, in token of cordial 
receplion and affectionate re- 
gard, 


Chap. XV1.—Of resigning a fas- 
toral Charge. 


Secr. I. WHEN any minis- 
ter shall labor under such griev- 
ances in his congregation, as 
that he shall desire leave to re- 
sign his pastoral charge, the 
presbytery shall cite the congre- 
gation to apppear, by their com- 
missioners, at thelr next meet- 
ing, to shew cause, if any they 
have, why the presbytery should 
not accept the resignation. If 
the congregation fail to appear, 
orif their reasons for retaining 
their pastor be deemed by the 
presbytery insufficient, he shall 
have leave granted to resign his 
pastoral charge; of which due 
record shall be made, and that 
church shall be held to be va- 
cant, ll supplied again in an or- 
derly manner, with another min- 
ister: And if any congregation 
shall desire to be released from 
their pastor, a similar process, 
mutatis mutandis, shall be ob- 
Served. 


Chap. XVIL.—Of Missions. 


WHEN vacancies become so 
humerous, in any presbytery, 
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that they cannot be supplied with 
the frequent administration of 
the word and ordinances, it shall. 
be proper for such presbytery, 
or any vacant congregation 
within their bounds, with the 
leave of the presbytery, to ap- 
ply to any other presbytery, or 
to any synod, or tothe general 
assembly, for such assistance as 
they can afford. And, wien 
any presbytery shall send any 
of their ministers or probation- 
ers to. distant vacancies, the 
missionary shall be ready to 
produce his credentials to the 
presbytery or presbyteries, thro’ 
the bounds of which he may. 
pass, or at least to a committee 
thereof, and obtain their appro- 
bation. And the general assem- 
bly may, of their own knowl- 
edge, send missions to any part 
to plant churches, or to supply. 
vacancies: And, for this pur- 
pose, muy direct any presbytery 
to ordain evangelists, or minis- 
ters without relation to particu- 
lar churches : Provided always, 
that such missions be made 
with the consent of the parties 
appointed ; and that the judica- 
tory sending them, make the 
necessary provision for their 
support and reward in the per- 
formance of this service. 


Chap. XVIUII—Of Moderators. 


Sect. I. IT is equally neces- 
sary in the judicatories of the 
church, as in other assemblies, 
that there should be a modera- 
tor or president ; that the busi- 
ness may be conducted with 
order and dispatn. 

Sect. II. The moderator is 
to be considered as possessing, 
by delegation from the whole 
body, all authority necessary for 
the preservation of order ; for 
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convening and adjourning the 
judicatory ; and directing its 
operations according to the 
rules of the church. He is to 
propose to the judicatory every 
subject of deliberation thatcomes 
before them. He may propose 
what appears to him the most 
regular and speedy way of bring- 
ing any business to issue. He 
shall prevent the members from 
interrupting each other; and 
Yequire them, in speaking, al- 
ways to address the chair. He 
shall prevent a speaker from de- 
viating from the subject ; and 
from using personal reflections. 
He shall silence those who re- 
fuse to obey order. He shall 
prevent members who attempt 
to leave the judicatory without 
leave obtained from him. He 
shall, at a proper season, when 
the deliberations are ended, put 
the question and call the votes. 
If the judicatory be equally di- 
vided, he shall possess the cast- 
ing vote. If he be not willing 
to decide, he shall put the ques- 
tion a second time: and if the 
judicatery be again equally di- 
vided, and he decline to give his 
vote, the question shall be lost. 
In all questions he shall give a 
concise and clear state of the 
object of the vote ; and the vote 
being taken, shall then declare 
hew the question is decided.— 
And he shall likewise be em- 
powered on any extraordinary 
emergency, to convene the ju- 
dicatory, by his circular letter, 
before the ordinary time of 
meeting. : 

‘Sect. IIT. The pastor of the 
congregation shall always be the 
moderator of the church ses- 
sion: ; except when, for pruden- 
tial reasons, it may appear ad- 
viseable that some other minis- 
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ter should be invited to Preside ; 
in which case, the Pastor may, 
with the concurrence of the ses. 
sion, invite such other Minister 
as they may see meet, belongin 
to the same presbytery, to presiile 
in that affair. In this Judicatory, 
therefore, the moderator js cop. 
tinual: but, in the vacancy of 
any church, the moderator shal] 
be the minister sent tothem by 
the presbytery ; or invited by 
the session to preside ona par. 
ticular occasion. Ip congrega- 
tions; where there are col. 
leagues, they shall, when pre. 
sent, alternately preside in the 
session. 

Sect. 1V. The moderator of 
the presbytery shall be chosen 
from year to year, or at every 
meeting of the presbytery, as 
the presbytery may think best. 
The moderator of the synod, 
and of the general assembly, 
shall be chosen at each meet- 
ing of those judicatories : and 
the last moderator present shall 
open the meeting with a ser- 
mon, and shall hold the chair 
till a new moderator be chosen. 


Chap. X1X—Of Privilege. 


IT shall be the privilege of 
any member of a judicatoy to 
speak, in his proper order, to 
any question, with leave from 
the moderator. The mocerator 
shall give leave to the person 
who first rises ; but if two, oF 
more members, are judged 
have risen at the same time, 
the moderator shall determine 
which shall speak first. Aby 
member shall have a right to 
propose any questiod, relative 
to.the business of the church 
or to the interests of religlo” 
and to have it put to vote : ga 
vided only, that his motion 
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seconded by another member. 
If any member conceive his 
privilege to be unjustly control- 
ed by the moderator, he may 
appeal to the judicatory, who 
shall determine the point of pri- 
vilege by a vote : and the mode- 
rator and member must submit 
to the suffrage of the judicatory. 


Chap, XX.—O/ Clerks, 
EVERY judicatory — shall 
choose a clerk, to record their 


transactions, whose continuance 
shall be during pleasure. It 


shallbe the duty of the clerk,: 


besides recording the transac- 
tions, to preserve them caretul- 
ly; andto grant extracts from 
them, whenever properly requi- 
red; and such extracts under the 
hand of the clerk, shall be con- 
sidered as authentic vouchers of 
the fact which they declare, in 
any ecclesiastical judicatory, and 
to every part of the church. 


Chapt. XX1.—Of vacant Congre- 
gations assembling for public 
Worship. 


CONSIDERING the great 
importance of weekly assem- 
bling the people, for the public 
worship of God; in order 
thereby to improve their know- 
ledge ; to comfirm their habits 
of worship, and their desire of 
the public ordinances ; to aug- 
ment their reverence for the 
most high God; and to promote 
the charitable affections which 
unite men most firmly in socie- 
ty: It is recommended, that 
every vacant congregation meet 
together, on the Lord’s day, at 
one er more places, for the pur- 
pose of prayer, singing praises, 
and reading the holy scriptures, 
together with the works of such 
approved divines, as the presby- 
tery, within whose bounds they 
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are, may recommend, and they 
may be able to procure; and 
that the elders or deacons be 
the persons who shall preside, 
and select the portions of scrip- 
ture, and of the other books tobe 
read ; and to see that the whole 
be conducted in a becoming and 
orderly manner. 


Chan. XXIT.—Of Commission- 
ers t0 the General Assemély. 


Sect. I. THE commissioners 
to the general assembly shail al- 
ways be appointed by the pres- 
bytery from which they come, 
at its last stated meeting imme- 
diately preceding the :meeting 
of the general assembiy ; pro- 
vided, that there be a suticient 
intarval, between that time and 
the meeting of the assembly, 
for the commissioners to attend 
their duty in due season ; oth- 
erwise, the presbytery may 
make the appointment at any 
stated meeting, not more than 
seven months preceding the 
meeting of the assembly. And 
as much as possible to prevent 
all failure in the representation 
of the presbyteries, arising from 
unforeseen accidents to those 
first appointed, in the room of 
each commissioner, to appoint: 
also an alternate commissioner, 
to supply his place, in case of 
necessary absence. 

Sect. II. Each commission- 
er, before his name shall be en- 
rolled as a member of the as- 
sembly, shall produce, from his 
presbytery, a commission under 
the hand of the moderator and 
clerk, in the following or like 
form : viz. 

“ The presbytery of 


being met at on the 
day of doth hereby ap- 
point bishop 








Si RRS SRA Aw eS 3 IPE 
Pm vx net SS ae 
" pe me titi slat DL UP: GEE LEO SNe PS. - eg rts = 
Be oS : . fete a x “ ith ieee 
" , = Se as is tanas ames : — 
) : 








, Papen: Lae” Qe Roh eee rt 


i 
; ; . 


a? me 
t% ams ee 
TS ee 





—~ 
PATE RS 


Ae 


” al > > - ~v 
seatunitedintdasitne viata . srs 
hen cooeieretteenet saan -aers serene. ie = ae A . 


ae i ley PRS eT 


Oe) ae. —_< 
a 


nts ~ 
a 


weee 


A See Ch eE 
mages: ee x 
jo 


ne eet A RQ ee 
~ . 
a ee >. ‘ 
5 —— ~~ 3 


it 
a 
is 
J 
} 
t 
y 
; 






566 


of the congregation of 

[or ruling elder in the 
congregation of 

as the case may be ;” (to which 
the presbytery may, if they 
think proper, make a_ substitu- 
tion in the following form, * or 
in case of his absense, then 


bishop of 
the congregation of 
[or ruling elder in 
the congregation of as 


the case may be ;)”] to be a 
commissioner, on behalf of this 
presbytery, to the next general 
assembly of the presbyterian 
church in the United States of 


America, to meet at on 
the day of 
A.D. or wherever ; 


and whenever the said assembly 
may happen to sit, to consult, 
vote, and determine, on all things 
that may come before that body, 
according to the principles and 
constitutions of this church and 
the word of God. And of his 
diligence herein, he is to render 
an account at his return. 


Signed, by order of the Presbytery, 
Moderator, 
Clerk.” 


And the presbytery shall make 
record of the appointment. 

Srcr. If]. These commis- 
sions shall, if possible, be de- 
livered to the clerk of the as- 
sembly, in proper season, that 
he may have the roll of the as- 
sembly completed before the 
first session. Commissions, not 
produced at the opening of the 
assembly, shall afterwards be de- 
livered only in the intervals be- 
tween the sessions. No com- 
missioner shall have a right to 
deliberate or vote in the assem- 
bly, until his name shall have 
been enrolled by the clerk, and 
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his commission publicly reag, 
and filed among the Papers of 
the assembly. 

SECT. IV. The general as. 
sembly shall meet, at least once 
in every year ; their first meet. 
ing to beonthe third Thursday of 
May, 1789, in the Second Pres. 
byterian Church in Philadel. 
phia, and afterwards on their 
own adjournments, If there he 
not a sufficient number, for the 
transaction of business, conven. 
ed before 12 o’clock on that 
day, those who are present 
shall have power to adjourn, 
from day to day, till a sufficient 
number shall have met to con- 
stitute an assembly. 

Sect. V. On. the day to 
which the general assembly 
stands adjourned, and between 
the hours of eleven and twelve, 
the moderator of the last gene- 
ral assembly, if present ; or, in 
case of his absence, the senior 
minister present, shall open the 
| meeting with a sermon. After 
sermon, the members being in 
the house where the assembly 
is to hold its sessions, the same 
minister who preached shall, by 
prayer, publicly implore the 
blessing and direction of almigh- 
ty God ; and shall continue to 
preside till a new moderator be 
chosen. For this purpose he 
shall call for the commissions 
of those present ; which being 
read, and the names of the mem- 
bers, enrolled in order, if there 
be a quorum, they shall choose 
a moderator. ’ 

Secr. VI. Each session of 
the assembly, as of all the other 
judicatories of the church, shall 
be introduced and conclude 
with prayer. And the whole 
business of the assembly being 
finished, and the vote being tak- 
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en for dissolving the present as- 
sembly, the moderator shall say 
from the chair ; “ By virtue of 
the authority delegated to me by 
the church, let this general as- 
sembly be dissolved ; and I do 
hereby dissolve it, and require 
snother assembly chosen in the 
same manner, to meet at 

on the day of 
A.D. ’ After which 
he shall pray, and return 
thanks to God for his great mer- 
cy and goodness, and pronounce 
on those present the apostolic 
benediction. 

Sect. VII. In order, as far 
as possible, to procure a respec- 
table and full delegation to all 
our judicatories, it is proper, 
that the expenses of ministers 
and elders, in their attendance 
on these jucicatories, be defray- 
ed, by the bodies whiich they re- 
spectively represent. 


a > a 


The Power of the Gospel, tried 
by the different apprehensions 
of Believers and Disbelievers, 
in the firosfect of a sfieedy 
Death. 


RGUMENTS drawn from 

experience, have a pow- 
erful application to the mind.— 
What we have seen in others, 
under similar circumstances, we 
must expect will take place in 
ourselves. What hath been 
their terror, will be ours also ; 
What hath been their comfort, 
we may expect will uphold our 
own souls, in the day of trou- 
ble, whether it be death, or the 
preceding afflictions of life. On 
this ground the gospel claims 
the attention of mankind. Un- 
der all possible evils in life it 





gives a support, when it is 
obeyed, which can be drawn 
from no other source, and in 
death, no other comfort can be 
named.® As this change ap- 
proaches, the past firmness of 
the mind is lost, the power of 
philosophy vanishes ; and rea- 
son, if forsaken by divine grace, 
cannot be assured of waking 
again into action. The gospel 
is our only assurance, that these 
eyes will ever open, or these 
minds ever think, after death 
lays us in silence. 

Further, the gospel furnishes 
a support, which is always equal 
to the evils we endure, or appre- 
hend. Supports of the mind 
drawn only from this world, go 
but alittle way in upholding us. 
Under some small trials, we 
may find their benefit, but they 
do not rise in the same _ propor- 
tion as trouble increases, and be- 
yond a certain point leave us 
wholly unsupported, which is 
eminently the case in death.— 
When we are leaving the world, 
its objects can no longer sustam 
the mind; but the truths of the 
gospel rise higher, as nature 
sinks. The sources of confi- 
dence which it opens, and the 
comfortsit administers increase, 
in proportion with the necessi- 
ties of a dying Christian. A 
balmis provided for the wounds, 
which must be received in pas- 
sing through the world. Death, 
which to our senses scems like 
the extinction of being, ts chang- 
ed, by the grace of God, into 
the commencement of a higher 
and more glorious life: ‘The 
mortal, corrupting body is a seed 
soon to spring up erin, by the 
power of a divine Redeemer, in- 
to a spiritualbody, cloathed with 
incorrupson and immorality : 
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_ ‘The Power of the Gospel. 


And the ending of time is but 


the beginning of a glorious eter- 
nity. It was in view of these 
gospel blessings that David said, 
“ precious in the ey¢s of the 


- Lord is the death of his saints.”’ 


“ Mark the perfect man and be- 
hold the upright for the end of 
that man is peace.” Speaking 
of the same subject, after him, 
an apostle said O death, where 
is thy sting! O grave, where 
is thy victory!” The sting of 
-death is sin, and the strength of 
sin is the law. But thanks be 
to God, which giveth us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 

That all men must die can- 
not be denied, and it is probable 
the change is near to the great- 
er part of those who read ; also, 
it is uncertain whether they are 
prepared. What man of wis- 
dom would net wish to be pre- 
viously ascertained what his 
views of death will be inits near 
approach. 

In the near approach of death, 
the following considerations will 
be troublesome to those who do 
not believe, love and obey the 
gospel. 

Judging only from present 
appearances, and the evidence of 
sense, death seems to be an ex- 
tinction both of the animal and 
rational being ; or allowing the 
most, there is no such evidence 
of iis continuance as can be a 
solid comfort tothe mind. All 


_ that we see of the man looses 
its form and ceases its action. 
_ As the departed spirit gives us 
/ no notice of a continued exist- 


ence, no evidence of future be- 
ing can be derived from this 
The death of men ap- 


pears to our senses as complete | 
@ dissolution, as we sec in other 
: “— 
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things of the animal and vege: 
~ se tan A prevalent ho 
‘ani diitene tesa, has been 
‘ >, Ple who have 
not the scriptures of 
doubtless, has been principally 
derived by tradition, and some 
distant communications With 
those who have a knowledge of 
what God has revealed, We 
find the greatest heathen philo. 
sophers arguing on the subject 
with fear and trembling, as 4 
thing which they strongly wish- 
ed, rather than one which they 
firmly believed. By a revels. 
tion of the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, such evidence of a 
future existence is given, as may 
remove all doubt from our 
minds. How must the disbe- 
liever of the gospel tremble, as 
death approaches! He may 
wish much, but if the word of 
God be discarded, must say to 
himself, “ I know not but death 
isthe utter end of my being! I 
know not but that I now bid an 
eternal farewell to existence, 
which has been so pleasing: 
Perhaps the thought of com- 
plete and eternal misery might 
be more dreadful, but beside 
this there can be no other idea 
so afflicting as that of ceasing 
to exist. Such is the situation 
of those who reject the evidence 
of the Christian  oracks— 
| They must fall before death as 
an awful conqueror, without 
knowing whether they shall ever 
be taken from his hand. | 
But if we allow, that without 
a revelation, there is sufficient 
evidence of existence after 
death, still, to those who are not 
Christians, there must i 
gloomy apprehensions of ve 
change. The sting of cleat 


j S 
sin, and the strength of sin ! 


God, 
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the law.’ W hen we know 


there is a God and a law, a con- 


sciousness of sin will immedi- 
ately spring up in our breasts. 
«Those, who have not the written 
law, are a law unto themselves.” 
Reason, directed by experience 
in society, must teach many 
moral precepts ; and conscience 
must bear witness unto men that 
they have violated them and are 
sinners. Those, who do not 
believe and obey the gospel, 
can never prevent the following 
reflections from rising in their 
minds with terrrifying power, 
whenever they think seriously 
on the subject, and especially 
when they lie on the bed of 
death. * My own reason con- 
demns much that I have done : 
my conscience is a witness 
against me: I knowthat I am 
a sinner, and fella foreboding of 
the divine displeasure. Altho’ 
God be a good being, this gives 
me no assurance that he will 
treat as a friend one who de- 
serves to be treated as an enemy. 
Goodness to his larger family 
may require him both to pass 
by in the designs of his grace, 


and to treat me as an enemy !- 


If I am thus treated, to how 
awful a state am I passing !— 
Therefore I dread his presence, 
and eternity appears awful ! This 
uncertainty, this self-conviction 
spreads an insupportable gloom 
over my mind |” 

As death approaches, some 
considerations, like these must 
oppress the minds of those, who 
do not believe and obey the 
Christian revelation. There will 
be a consciousness of the need 
of forgiveness, without any cer- 
lainty it can be granted. This 
Uncertainty, where so much is 
depending, and to the dying man 

Vor. II. NO. 10. 





instantly depending, must make 
death appear to be an evil of the 
greatest kind. 

There is also another view of 
this subject, which must.alarm 
those, who, in the hour of death, 
do not sincerely rely on the gos- 
pel. If we go so far as to sup- 
pose, that without any atone- 
ment, God will forgive and re- 
ceive to blessedness those who 
attain perfect conformity to his 
law and his own holiness ; where 
shall we apply for this holiness, 
and how shall we obtain it? The 
gospel is as Necessary to sancti- 
fy, as it is to forgive. If perfect 
holiness be an _ indispensible 
qualification for final glory, the 
powers of sinful men fall as 
short ef attaining this, as they 
do of meriting the forgiveness 
of their many offences. A dy- 
ing man will feel that he is a 
sinner, and must remain so 
without help from God.-. He 
cannot, of himself, attain the 
holiness necessary for his eter- 
nal well-being, and there is no 
help promised, unless. he can 
find it in the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. In quitting this world 
he leaves the objects of his de- 
light, and carries with him no 
treasure, no support, no. pro- 
mise of forgiveness, no power 
to rescue himself from his im- 
moral dispositions, and to pre- 
pare him for rest in the king- 
dom of God. 

The wretched state of a dy- 
ing disbeliever, hath been im- 
perfectly described ; but how 
doth the gospel remove these 
evils, and the apprehensions of 
them, from the mind of a sin- 
cere Christian, so that he is able 
to say, “ O death, where is thy 
sting! O grave, where is thy 


| victory ! The gospel hath a sup- 
ry 
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port for every situation ; a re- 
medy proportioned to every 
want and danger. There are 
trials both in life and death, un- 
der which the Christian finds 
himself supported by a love of 
God, and belief in his wisdom. 
His faith views a holy governor 
of the universe, by the most per- 
fect means, executing the plan 
of infinite wisdom ; and while 
he accords in the general scheme 
of divine counsel, every event 
for its completion, as it is adjust- 
ed by unchanging rectitude, will 
appear to bea sufficient cause 
for contentment : He can ap- 
proach the Most High, through 
a Mediator, as a covenanted and 
faithful God : He sees: his Re- 
deemer governing the world, to 
advance by the same means, his 
own highest glory, and the best 
good of his faithful servants : 
The rod is to him a covenanted 
blessing, and the sweetness of 
resignation far surpasses the 
pain of enduring. With this 
faith, he is, ina great degree, 
raised above the passing evils of 
life, and in the midst of apparent 
adversity can say, “ Though he 
slay me, yet will I trust in him.” 
—‘* The Lord reigns, let the 
earth rejoice.” Thusthe Chris- 
tian is firmly supported under 
the necessary evils of life. 

On the truth of revelation, he 
is assured his existence shall 
continue. Life and immortality 
are brought to light in the gos- 
pel,.and death, which appears to 
the senses, like an extinguish- 
ment of being, is but an enlarge- 
ment of rational life ; it is the 
falling of prison walls, which 

_confine thé mind in its views and 
operations. On the faithfulness 
of a ‘divine promise, he expects 
te come more immediately into 


The Power of the Gospel. 
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the presence xod. 
Ldéwled e he 9 ellen 
fe of glorieus Perfec. 
tion shall open on his mind in a 
new manner: truth become more 
apparent ; all the powers of the 
mind both for acting and enjoy- 
ing, receive new energies ; that 
depravity which is a source of 
error be removed; the reality and 
glory of the rational universe be 
more conspicuous, and his own 
means of communing with it, 
assume the most perfect and 
permanent form. 

The resurrection. of the body, 
is another truth of the gospel, 
which is full of comfort to the 
Christian in his views of death. 
There is a promise of God, that 


these bodies shall. be raised, in 


contemplation of which the apos- 
tle trrumphed, “ O grave, where 
is thy victory !’” The great Cap- 
tain of our salvation, in his own 
resurrection, gave a_ sensible 
pledge of the fulfilment of the 
promise. The dying Christian 
is willing to yield up that body, 
which hath been an instrument 
of weakness and sin, that it may 
be purified by his Redeemer’s 
power.. He knows that what is 
sown a natural and corrupll- 
ble body, shall be raised sptrit- 
ual and incorruptible in the fash- 
ion of the glorious body of Je- 
sus Christ. 
The gospel assures a dying 
Christian of the. forgiveness of 
sin,it both teaches that God 1s 
sufficiently good to forgive, and 
has provided. the means of do- 
ing it most gloriously for him- 
self. To all, who come to: him 
in a right manner, he hath 
brought himself under a most 
solemn obligation to giv¢ ime 
nal glory. Inthis confident" 
dying Christian approaches, © 
ternity with humble seren’ 











1809. ] 


and though he feels himself a 
sinner, knows that he shall have 
all needed blessings through 
the blood of Christ. The glory 
of God, the honor of the law, 
the good of the whole kingdom 
are reconciled to his forgive- 
ness, so that he knows he may 
be forgiven and delivered from 
the wrath due to his many of- 
fences. 

To make the ground of a 
Christian’s hope most firm, the 
gospel provides a_sanctifying 
power, whereby his heart may | 
be perfectly conformed to God | 

and prepared for heaven. 

Christ hath purchased the holy 

spirit to help all his infirmities, | 
and though, in the approach of 
death he feels much remaining 
sin, by faith he is assured that a. 
good work is begun in his; 
heart, which God will never 
forsake. By a consciousness’ 
of the fruits of the spirit, in his. 
own heart, he comfortably de- 
termines he is sealed with that 
Holy Spirit of promise, which 
is the earnest of his glorious in- 
heritance, until the redemption 
of the purchased possession. 

These are the prospects ; these 
the promises which enable a 
Christian to rejoice in the pros- 
pect of immediate death: A. 
promise of immortality ; of a 
holy and glorious eternity ; of| 
the forgiveness of all sin thro’, 
the precious blood of Christ, so 
that he may approach the Lord 
as a reconciled God; of the 
Spirit to prepare him for his in- 
heritance, that he shall be gui- 
ded by divine counsel through: 
life and death, and afterwards 
received to glory to be ever 


with the Lord. How pleasing 
is the prospect, of being admit- 
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ted through sovereign mercy 








a7i 


and sanctifying grace, into the 
presence of God, to see as we 
are seen, and know aswe are 
known :, Even into the presence 
of him, of whom the heart now 
says, * whom haye I in. heaven 
but thee, and there is none on 
earth I desire beside thee :” 
admitted to love, to adore and 
grow forever in a knowledge of 


4God’s wonderful amature and 


works. On these grounds the 
Christian approaches death and 
closes his eyes with a confidence 
which is infinitely better than 
all which the. wealth, honor or 
philosophy of the world can give 
him. 

There will soon be an hour 
in which every reader will find 
himself passing into the imme- 
diate presence of his Judge, and 
and feel the need of Christian 
faith for his support. Though sin 
may appear pleasurable to the 
living, to the dying it will bea 
sting. That Christian revela- 
tion, which declares the eternal 
existence of all men, promises 
support in death and succeeding 
glory, only to those by whom 
it is obeyed and loved. The 
Christian triumph is reserved 
for them, who live Christian 
lives and resemble their Sa- 


viour’s temper and practice. 
MONITOR. 





On the Barksliding of Christians. 


HE true disciples of Christ 

frequently lose their first 
love, and backslide into a. state 
of coldness. Young converts, 
on the wings of faith and loys, 
observe this, and do not think jit 
possible they should cyer’ fall 
into the same state ; ahd somc- 
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times they are ready to suspect 
the sincerity of those who have 
long been believers. Ere long 
we find them in the same condi- 
tion, assailed and overcome by 
some temptation, the world 
hath obtained such an ascenden- 
cy that their voices are untuned 
and their joys fled. We are 
speaking of those who have 
been the subjects of « gracious 
renovation by the Spirit of God, 
and according to his promise 
shall be preserved to eternal 
life, for it would not be strange 
to find animation in things per- 
taining to religion fled from the 
self-deceived. As they had no 
root, We must expect them to 
wither, and return back to the 
mire from which, for a moment, 
they supposed themselves to be 
raised. Such, having no prin- 
ciple of life, cannot bring forth 
fruit. 

Itis far more strange that we 
should find real Christians in 
such various frames as we often 
observe. Sometimes, animated 
in duty, filled with joy and on 
the top of Pisgah, in full sight 
of the heavenly Canaan, ready 
to say, though I die with thee, 
I will not deny thee ; at other 
times, the slaves of sense, over- 
come by the world and the de- 
pravity of their own hearts, al- 
most destitute of hope, and in 
deep bondage through fear of 
death. We find the people of 
God in those different states ; 
one a state of fear and sorrow, 
the other of triumph over the 
world. This variation of char- 
acter, where it happens, is the 
trouble of pious persons, and 
often proves a stumbling block 
over which the unbelieving fall 
into deeper perdition. 

- Two interesting questions 





[Ocr. 


arise on this subject : Wh 
doth God permit his people sd 
fall into such coldness of reli. 
gious affection as they often 
manifest : And by What means 
can such backsliding be preven. 
ted? 

Some of the reasons for the 
divine permission may be far 
above our discovery. The 
sovereignty of God, in many of 
his works of nature and grace, 
arises from reasons of wisdom, 
which creatures cannot at pre- 
sent, and perhaps never will ex. 
plore. Other reasons may be 
suggested, why Christians are 
suffered to slumber and back. 
slide into formality without the 
sensible power of religion— 
This isa manifest proof of the 
frailty of creatures, and teaches 
them humility and their depen- 
dence on the influences of divine 
grace. After Christians have 
had sensible exercises of love, 
and felt strong in the faith, they 
insensibly fall into an opinion, 
that they can stand by their own 
pious resolutions, and such 
principles of integrity as they 
recognize, in their own hearts. 
This opinion of a finite under- 
standing must be corrected by 
experience. Experience only 
cali give to creatures a Just sense 
of their dependence. 

The holy angels of heaven 
needed the example of apostacy 
in their own number, to shew 
them that the efficient goodness 
of the Creator was necessary to 
preserve them in innocence. 
The fall of David and of Peter, 
were fit means to teach Chris 
tlans on earth the. same truth. 
Although every Christian 5 
taught the same by his own 
frailty, his repeated backs! 


dings against the love and light 
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of the gospel. The events of 
fyiurity are unknown. How 
farsuch examples may be ne- 
cessary in the untried state. to 
which We are passing, to keep 
in mind the dependence of crea- 
tures, both for natural existence 
ond spiritual life, we know not. 
Revelation assures us that elect 
angeis and men shall not apos- 
tatize, but doubtless their preser- 
yation in that state,as it isin this, 
will be through means. The 
frequent backsliding of Chris- 
tians in this world, sometimes 
into open sins, and sometimes 
into coldness of holy affections. 
may be necessary means to 
teach them dependence, hu- 
mility, and prepare them for 
unfolding glory in heaven.— 
Spiritual pride is a besetting sin, 
which nothing more effectually 
humbles, than the evil things in- 
to which we often fall. "There- 
fore the wisdom of our Redeem- 
et teaches us we must abide in 
him to bear fruit to eternal life. 
If creatures in this world are 
so dependent for spiritual life, 
they must be the same in heaven; 
and the certainty they will be 
sothrough eternity, arises from 
the very structure of finite 
minds. It is required for the 
slory of the great First Cause. 
The frailty of Christians, both 
teaches Me humility before 
God, and: proves the need of a 
constant, divine efficience to pre- 
serve the rectitude of his spirit- 
val kingdom. The Lord Jeho- 
vah is the fountain of holiness, 
glory and blessedness: . He. is 
the only Being in his nature im- 
Mutable : It is not consistent 
With his sovereignty to impart to 
“Ny creature a power of stand+ 
ingin himself: Even the man 
Christ Jesus is preserved by: an 
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‘out me ye can do nothing. 





873 


indissoluble union with the god- 
head, which is engaged to him 
in the eternal covenant of re- 
demption. These are some of 
the reasons why God permits 
Christians, on this side of the 
grave, (obackslide. Hereby he 
is justified in the dispensations 
of his providence and grace ; 
but let every reader remember, 
that it doth not justify himself 
in formality and imperfection. 
There is another question of 
yreat practical Importance. By 
what- means, may backsliding in 
the Christian life be prevented ? 
The sovereign efficiency of God 
acts through the instrumentality 
of means. ‘This, so faras we 
can observe, is a law of action 
which God hath imposed on 
himself in all his works of nature 
and grace. Therefore, certain 
means are appointed for our use 
to prevent backsliding ; if these 
are faithfully used. we may hope 
for preservation through the ef- 
fectual grace of God ; if- these 


_are neglected, we have all rea- 


son to fear the aids of the Holy 
Spirit will be dented ; and if 
these are denied, we shall fall.— 
Our blessed Lord hath himself 
given adirection, which ought 
never to be forgotten by his peo- 
ple. ‘ Abide in me, and I in 
you, as the branch cannot bear 
fruit of itself, except it abide in 
the vine; no more can ye except 
ye abide in me. Iam the vine, ye 
are the branches: He th:tabideth 
in me, and I in him, the same 
bringeth forth muchfruit: With- 
Ifa 
‘man abide not in me, he is cast 
forth asa branch, and is wither- 
ed ; and men gather them, and 
cast theminto the fire, and they 
are burned. . If ye abide in me, 


and my words abide im you, ye 
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shall ask what ye will, and it 
shall be done unto you.” —If we 
abide in Christ, by a sensible 
and living faith, and ask of him, 
he will not suffer us to back- 
slide into a state of formality, 
which is destitute of the pre- 
sent power and comfort of reli- 
gion. Is it not by the blood oi 
Christ we are redeemed ? Is it 
not by his Spirit we are renewed 
and sanctified ? Is it not by faith 
in him we become united to the 
kingdom of God? Are not our 
perseverance, comfort, and glo- 
ry treasured up in him, as the 
great Head of his church ? To 
whom, then, shall we apply for 
daily grace, that we may be 
richly stored in holiness and 
comfort ? Surely to him.— 
s Without him we can do noth- 
ing.” 
As it is faith which first unites 
the soul to Christ, so by faith, 
the Christian ought constantly 
io apply fer new supplics of 
grace. Whenever he becomes 
remiss in the applications of 
faith, his love will be cold, the 
world dangerous, and his heart 
ung He will say, it 
4S not with me as in days past. 
This is a principal cause thro’, 
which backsliding is introduced. . 
What are the means through 
~which faith is kept alive and in- 
creased ? These are what we de- 
nominate the means of grace.—_ 
They are means commonly ac- 
companied by the Spirit of grace | 
from God.—Meditation on the. 
truth, examination of our hearts | 
and practice, reading the scrip- | 
tures, prayer in the congrega- | 
lion, family and closet, a strict 
ebservation of religious duties 
on the Sabbath, free and humble | 
converse with Christians, and a! 


———— 





due attendance on the ordinan- | 


Sarah Bradley. [Oce 


ces of the gospel. These are 
principal means appointed } 
God, through which the Spin 
sanctifies the heart, and Dre. 
serves a living faith in Christ 
The approach of formality and 
coldness in Christian affections, 
may usually be discovered bya 
disregard of the means of rej. 
gion. When we observe this in 
ourselves, we may determine the 
danger to be imminent. 

AN EXPERIENCED BACKSLipgp,. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE cox: 
NECTICUT MAGAZINE 


Memoirs of Mrs. Sarah Bratley, 


RS. SarAHu BRApDLey was 

born in Farmington, in 

1721, and was the daughter of 
Mr. Nathaniel and Mrs. Joanna 
Porter. She removed to Beth- 
lem, with her parents, about the 
age of thirteen ; and was mar- 
ried to Mr. Samuel Church,1739. 
She naturally possessed an amia- 
ble disposition and pleasant tem- 
per, which were highly impro- 
ved by early religion, Her fu 
ther and mother were very fuith- 
ful in their instructions, ¢xam- 
ple and prayers. By their 4s 
sistance, she, in her childhood, 
learned upwards of filly Psalms 
and Chapters of the holy sctip- 
tures, and a great variety. 0 
Hymns: these were of grea! 
use, and comfort to her, afte! 
she was eighty years old, an 
had become blind. The devo 
tional fervor with which she re 
peated them, was striking ant 
can be but imperfectly desc™ 
bed. Dr. Lowth writes much 
of the beauty of Hebrew oth 
and the sublimity of the mus! 
used in the temple worshiD— 
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But the writer of this sketch, 
can scarce conceive of a more 
animating exhibition, than the 
recital of the 103d Psalm by an 
aged saint, blind with her bodily 
eyes, but full of the visions of 
strong faith, and her soul glow- 
ing with the hope of a blessed 
immortality. Her accents and 
cadences, like variations In mu- 
sic, would frequently give a new 
tarn of thought to the whole re- 
cital. The reader may have 
some idea of the exhibition, if 
he will turn to this peculiar 
Psalm, (103d,) and in reading, 
will put a strong emphasis on 
the word Lord,in the first verse ; 
aml then reading the verse a- 
gain, and putting a strong cm- 
phasis on the word holy. 

After running through her va- 
rlations, which made it always 
anew psalm, and always the 
same: and knowing .that it was 
piety of heart that gave her 
those powers of Garrick and 
Handel, to hear her close with 
the 20th, 2ist, and 22d verses 
was a feast of fat things to a 
soul of Christian taste. Other 
portions of the sacred scriptures, 
and hymns, were often repeated 
by her in the same peculiar man- 
ner.—The Westminster cate- 
chism, was also early committed 
tomemory, and in oki age, as 
she expressed H, became “an 
excellent directory to the blind.” 
She often made the repetition of 
its questions and answers a mean 
of self-application, and examina- 
tion, deliberately asking herself, 
“ Does my soul love and accord 
With this truth 2?” Experiencing 
the benefits of these instruc- 
tions in her childhood, she was 
zealous in her exhortations to 
all parents, that they should be 
a faithful to their children as 








her parents had been with her, 
and that her children, and her 
children’s children, might not 


forget her instructions; at the 


ave of 84 years, she, in the pre- 
sence of several of them, re- 
peated her chapters, psalms and 
hymns, and gave to eacli a visi- 
ble token, directing that they 
should be preserved as a memo- 
tial to her numerous descend- 
ants. 

Mrs. Bradley professed reli- 
gion in her eighteenth year, and 
vas the mother of nine children 


| by herfirst husband, Mr.Church, 


and was not without the troubles. 
incident to domestic life, but 
complaint she rarely made to- 
her mostintimate friends. There 
was arock ina field; behind the 


-house where she had lived, that 
was her bethel. In that place, 


she said, on her death-bed, “ § 
told my sorrows, and there E 


have hud most of my secret 


Christian comforts.” 
With Mr. Bradley, her second: 
husband, she lived upwards of 


thirty years, and by him she was 


made the mother of two more 
children. During this long pe- 
riod she had many mercies, and 
some sore afflictions. In trouble, 


she always retired to her bethel 


rock, as she called it, and there, 
said she, * in God’s own way and 
time, lL always found that relief 
which f sought.”..—This singu- 
lar woman was also remarkable 
for making the best of all occur- 
rences in providence. While it 
is common for most people to be 
telling of their troubles and tri- 
als, she was always telling over 
her undeserved mercies. The 
happiness of her lot, the com- 
petent provisions of Divine Pro- 
vidence for her; the kindness 
ef her children and grand-chiil+ 
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dren to her in her old age ; the 
kindness of Christian friends ; 
the wisdom and kindness of her 
heavenly Father, in all his deal- 
ings with her ; descending down 
evento the conveniences of the 
room where she died ; the sing- 
ing of birds in a neighboring or- 
chard, and the noise of fowls at 
her window—all was well—all 
was merciful and kind. The 
cheerfulness and serenity of her 
countenance, informed all who 
visited her, that there was peace 
within. 

As she drew towards the close 
of life, her heart and soul 
seemed to be drawn forth in 
prayer for her children and de- 
scendants ; for ministers of the 
gospel and the churches for mis- 
sionary societies and missiona- 
ries. Her views of Christ’s king- 
dom were greatly enlarged, and 
her fervent desires that it might 
come with power, in a measure 
swallowed up all other thoughts 
andconcerns. Its progress and 
increase were the principal sub- 
jects in all her prayers. When 
ministers of the gospel visited 
her,a portion of her time was 
always devoted to animate them 
in the faithful discharge of 
their duty. She took the liber- 
ty to address them appropriate 
to their peculiar trials and trou- 
bles, so far as she knew them ; 

telling them that they served a 
good master who would cer- 
tainly notice and reward their 
faithfulness, and if their profes- 
sion had few worldly emolu- 
ments, it was the noblest em- 
ployment on this side heaven. 
With the gradual decays of old 
age, ‘like as a shock of corn 
cometh in, in his season,” she 
continued to the 21st of Octo- 
ber, 18063 when her youngest 
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bed for 
, d to be 
thinking she 


child was putting her to 
the night, she requeste 
turned on her side, 
might sleep better in this posi. 
ion. When all was adjusted 
she bid her daughter good bight 
adding, “if this should be my 
last night, remember to 4 
my love to the ministers.” 

Whether she alluded to the 
order in general, or to those in 
particular who had visited her, 
is not certainly known. These, 
however, were the last words 
which she uttered in the ful] 
possession of her reason. For 
a short time, she languished in 
aderanged state of mind, and 
then fell asleep. But even in 
her derangement, it was edify- 
ing to stand by her dying bed; 
broken fragments evidencing 
the same temper of mind and 
haart would escape from her 
faultering tongue. In health 
she had often told her Christian 
friends of the faithfulness of her 
father and mother in giving her 
religious instruction. She 
could distinctly repeat several 
lessons, which she had received 
from her father, when a little 
child, and sitting on his knee: 
how he explained his parental 
dedication of her in ‘baptism, 
she could also repeat, together 
with much of the matter and 
manner of his prayers. _Inold 
age, it was a pleasing source of 
meditation with her, to look for- 
ward into the world of blessed 
ness, where it was possible a8 
one new born in eternity; she 
might again sit on her father $ 
knee, and be instructed by his 


tive 


spirit made perfect, in the ae 
ries of the divine character a0 
the wonders of redeeming love. 


In her derangement, iv oa 
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wholly bent on this train of 
thought: * Let me go to my 
father ! !”? was her constant re- 
quest to her attendants. 

* Such was the power of divine 
grace OD a plain, illiterate wo- 
man. So amiable is old age, 
when nurtured in the admoni- 
tion of the Lord in childhood 
and youth. Here is encourage- 
ment for Christian parents to 
train up their children in the 
way they should go. Here is 
actual experience of the utility 
of early committing the trea- 
sures of God’s word to the me- 
mories of our offspring. Here 
is encouragement for ministers 
to preach and be faithful ; God 
knows how many of his pre- 
cious ones are praying for them. 
In a word, here is the Christian 
religion in its glorious simplici- 
ty. 
- How insignificant and con- 
temptible are the little accom- 
pepumertes which the gay, and 
ashionable, are anxious to at- 
tach to the bodies of their chil- 
dren, compared with the solid 
and everlasting embellishments 
ofthe mind and heart!!! 


ee eee 


Misfortunes and small impruden- 
ces lead to great sins, illustra- 
ted in the Catastrophe of Lana- 
tus and Philesia. 


HIS fact is selected, not for 

its being distinguished by 
any new events in the history of 
human life, but to lead the minds 
of your readers, to a subject on 
Which many have. not medita- 
ted: The influence of small 
events to form the characters, 
and determine the destiny of 
men. Qn this subject, the wri- 

Vou. IT. NO. 10. 


Lanatus and Philesia. 
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ter has often meditated with as- 
tonishment, and the result of his 
reflections have been to adore 
the sovereign providenceofGod, 
and beg that every hour of his 
life, he may comply with the a- 
postolic injunction, * pray with- 
out ceasing.” 

Lanatus and Philesia were the 
children of parents respectable, 
not by immense riches, but by 
agricultural industry,. and” a 
common attention in their fami- 
lies to the established rules of 
morality. Lanatus is now a beg- 
gar, and Philesia is more deplo- 
rably lost. In youth, these 
young heighbors appeared form- 
ed for each other, and the writer 
stood in the circle, where their 
mutual faith was pledged. It 
was a pleasant season, and the 
company congratulated each oth- 


fer on an event, which all said 


was proper. The young péo- 
ple were settled in a habitation 
midway between their parents ;' 
and for two years all was plea- 
sing, prosperous and virtuous, 
neither had nature failed to add’ 
her blessing to their prospects. - 
Lanatus, on a certain occa- 
sion, with a number of his young. 
townsmen, was called to dis- 
charge a small public trust, for 
which purpose they met at an’ 
inn. fe rn pt 
While lawfully met, on a law- 
ful occasion, some bad company — 
in another apartment fell into 
an affray, which called every — 
part of the house together — 
Here Lanatus found one, who - 
had been the companion of his 
childhood, under’necessity of an 
endorsor for a small'suin. Com- 
passion Jed him to give his 
name. ‘Trhis renewed an old 
acquaintance, and he soon én-* 
dorsed for larger sums, until 
Zz 
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the call for payment reduced 
him to difficuliy. From this 
moment, he became a ruined 
man. His friends were chan- 
ged ; his countence was altered ; 
his business heglected ; his 
farm mismanaged, and his fam- 
ily overspread with gloom.— 

The cheerful fire-side was ex- 
changed for the tavern, until in- 
temperance ruined him, and his 
possessions were sold. His am- 
bition of being respected was 
lost ; and heis now, frequently, 
seen begging by the sides of the 
fields, which he once cultivated. 
The man is Jost to himself, his 
friends, and the world ! !—— 

Thus many have been lost ° 

Philesia ! Unhappy Philesia /? 

She resisted the torrent of ad- 

versity as long as it could be 
done by industry, and an un- 
common degree of female forti- 
tude : She resisted until the cur- 
tains wrought by her own hands 
were sold at the post ; until her 
husband was her shame, until 
she was left houseless, and her 
little girl went to live with an 
aunt. Here fortitude failed her. 

Woe be to the creditor, who en- 
graved against her by his se- 
ducing power the threatenings 
of the divine law, in addition to 
all her other woes. 

. Philesia ! when I meet thee 
I weep, and tremble in consid- 
eration of the frailties of nature ! 
Now thou earnest a hard living 
by service in a rich town, which 
was once supplied with thy 
cheese and sweet meats. This 
is indeed, a reverse in human 
life. .Human life! itis frail ! 
From its beginning, under the 
most prosperous circumstances, 


no man can know how it will : 


end. 
But where were the parents 





[Oer, 


of Lanatus and Philesia, through 
all this scene of ruin ? Wh, 

have we not heard of them nd 
the place of woe? Why have 
we not scen a father’s or a mo. 
ther’s hand, stretched forth to 
rescue their first bora from 
destruction in the hour of temp. 
tation and unforeseen evil? [ft 
is strange, that we have not, byt 
as are the childrens, so are the 
parents, creatures of weakness 
and error. 

The parents of Lanatus were 
mightily attached to property ; 
The loss of a few pence, ap. 
peared to them like the forfei- 
ture ofa princedom. They had 
given what they meant to give, 
and parting with one hundred 
dollars more could not be com- 
pensated by the salvation of a 
child’s family. In addition to 
this the younger branches of the 
family became noisy, and no 
hopes could be obtained from 
this quarter. 

The father of Philesia wasa 
very touchy,as well as avaricicus 
man. He did not feel anim- 
mediate obligation on himself. 
Her mother was a weak and ir- 
resolute woman, and had no 
voice in the cestiny of the young 
family. 

It was before said, this fact ts 
not selected because it is distin 
guished by circumstances more 
extraordinary than many others; 
but to lead the reader’s mind to 
a subject, on which many have 
not meditated: The influence 
of small events to form the cha- 
racters of men, and determine 
the destiny of families and © 
human life. : 

The lives of men, and of fam 
lies are composed of parts, ¢a¢ 
one of which as means leads * 
to the formation of the whole. 
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Over this whole, the eternal 
counsels and daily providence of 
God have a controling and irre- 
sistible influence. Also, thro’ 
this whole, the care and means 
of men have an influence subor- 
dinate to the’ sovereign will of 
God. Why was the family of 
Lenatus so overwhelmed with 
evil? It was the will of God ; 





doubtless also it was the effect 
of human depravity ; neither | 
could it have taken place with- 
out the necessary means. ‘The 
counsels of God we should 
adore, the depravity of human 
nature is cause for the mourn- 
ing of all men ; the means thro’ 
which this depravity acts, in a 
certain sense, are placed under 
our own power, and here it be- 
comes us to watch with all pray- 
er. ‘The intemperance of La- 
natus, and the imprudence of 
Philesia, were doubtless imputa- : 
ble to the folly of their own: 
hearts: but under other circum- 
stances this folly might never 
have wrought its baleful effects. 
Were these persons guilty ? 
Doubtless they were. Were 
these persons more guilty than 
others would have been, in a si- 
milar situation ? Reader, this is 
not a point to be determined 
either by thee, nor by me. God 
is holy, and all men are unholy. 
Why was the young family 
destroyed, while others were 
preserved ? Thou must look to 
the counsels of the eternal mind, 
and not to the shallow conjec- 
tures of acreature, to determine 
so great a question ; but if thou 
dost apply to him to be resolved, ’ 
remember, that secret things 
belong to God. 

Can the reader refrain from 


Praying “ lead us not into temp- 
fation ©? 





obedience to the apostle’s injunc- 
tion, * Pray without ceasing ?” 
Can he doubt either of these 
two truths, ** that God is a sove- 
reign and reigns in righteous- 
ness,” also that “ the ways of sin 
are death ?” 

May we all act wisely and 
partake of the grace of God, 
bringing forth fruits unto eter- 
nal life. 

A. M. G. 








Religious Intelligence. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE CON- 
NECTICUT MAGAZINE. 


REV. SIR, 

AT your request, I send you 
the following account of a work 
of divine grace in Coventry, 
North Society. You wifl give 
ita place in your Magazine or 
not, as you shall judge pro- 
per. 


LENGTH of time before 

the revival began among 
us, it was a common thing for 
Christians when together, to ex- 
claim one to another in accents 
of sorrow, What a remarkably 
stupid and dead time it is with 
us!!! Ravages had been made 
on this church, by repeated ix- 
stances of mortality, and there 
had been frequent remevals into 
other parts of our country. A 


serious and deep concern for 


Zion’s cause, seemed to affect 
the hearts of some. A few 
were very desirous that a reli- 
gious conference might be ap- 
pointed, and that it might be 
statedly and regularly attended, 
at seasons agreed on for that 


> Can he refrain from | purpose, though but an handful 
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of people should convene. One 
great object of the meeting was, 
to pray for the out-pouring of 
the Spirit of God. These meet- 
ings were kept up more than a 
year and a half, before a work 
of grace became visible. Some- 
times these meetings were well 
attended, and at others very 
thinly. 
~ Weeks before it was known, 
that the dew of heavenly grace 
was distilling upon us for our 
refreshment and joy, so few at- 
tended these religious meetings 
that a consultation was held 
once and again, on the expedi- 
ency of prolonging them.— 
While in this state of doubt, 
gloominess, and thick darkness, 
God was pleased to let his peo- 
ple know, that his own cause 
was in his own hand, and that 
he had power to build up Zion. 
The latter part of the winter 
and through the spring of 1808, 
it was noticed, that our public 
assemblies on the Lord’s day, 
were much fuller and more so- 
Jemn than usual : | 
_ A religious work was first 
known to have commenced, 
during the last year, on some of 
the last days of the month of 
May, or the first of June. It 
now appeared that the Spirit of 
God had been specially moving 
on the minds of individuals for 
months, and sweetly constrain- 
ing them to love the Saviour,and 
to walk in obedience to his pre- 
cepts. The number of awa- 
kened persons at this time, was 
not known to exceed twelve. 
One instance out of this number, 
has afforded so striking a dis- 
play of the reality of divine in- 
uence and power, upon the 
hearts of men, that I know not 
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LOcr, 
how to suppress some cir 
stances attending it. 

On a certain day a man be. 
tween thirty and forty Vears of 


cum- 


age ; whose outward circum. 
stances in life Were prosperous, 
who would as readily make me. 
riment for himself and Others, 
about religion or religious peo. 
ple as any other matter—who 
had repeatedly been heard (9 
say, that his conscience, for mz. 
ny years, had not reproached 
nhim—-who loved the company 
of the fashionable and the gay, 
the trifling and the inattentive, 
called at my door, and with his 
usual complaisance, asked me if 
I would not go that day, and 
make his companion a visit. 
Asking after the reason, he, with 
a great variety of mental emo- 
tions, visible in his countenance, 
expressive of his indifference to- 
wards serious things, replied in 
a smiling, pleasant way, that her 
body was in good health, but her 
mind was sick. Five days alter 
this, he sought an opportunity, 
and observed in words to the 
following purport. 

«6 Sir, on Friday last, I was at 
‘ your house, and requested that 
‘some instructions might be 
‘imparted to my companion, 
‘under her deep trouble and 
‘distress. Since that time,” ac- 
ded he, “ with a quivering chin, 
¢a faultering speech, and his 
‘ eyes full of tears, I have per 
‘ ceived the like need of the hike 
‘instructions myself. Last Sa- 
‘ turday,” proceeded he, “in the 
‘morning as | was rising from 
‘ my bed, my wife made a seri 
¢ ous remark, which, for the mo- 
‘ment took deep hold of my 
‘mind. The impressions how- 
¢ ever, was very soon effaced, and 


'¢ I went about the concerns 0 
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¢ the day with my usual thought- 
‘Jessness. Having returned 
‘from labor towards evening, 
« Mrs. ——- observed to me, that 
‘she had been favored with the 
‘company of a serious woman 
‘that afternoon, calling her by 
‘name, With whose conversation 
‘she had been much entertain- 
‘ed. I replied, that I did 
‘not know about her religion, 
‘intimating that she was full of 
‘ enthusiasm and hypocrisy, and 
‘not worth regarding. Then] 
‘ made some observations, which 
‘had the cast of ridicule on 
§ Mrs. for being serious.— 
‘Immediately after having done 
‘this, I was compelled to take 
‘my seat, and to consider what 
‘Thad been saying. My dis- 
‘tress was great, andthe more 
‘IT contemplated on my conduct, 
‘so much the more my distress 
fincreased. I had no rest that 
‘night. Sabbath morning I went 
‘to the house of God, where 
‘for the first time I heard a ser- 
‘mon, tho’ from my childhood I 
‘had been taught to reverence 
‘the Sabbath, and to frequent 
‘the sanctuary. Monday I could 
‘attend to no labor abroad, tho’ 
‘my business was urgent. On 
‘Tuesday, sat out with a de- 
‘ termination that I would labor. 
‘Passing through a meadow of 
‘ mine, that was in a very flour- 
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‘ishing state, and promised a 
‘rich and plentiful ingathering, 
‘the thought came acress my 
‘mind: Here I have lived year 
‘ after year in prosperity, I have 
‘been biessed in every thing 
‘tnat I have set my hand unto 
‘for to do, but to this day have 
‘ never been mindful of the giv- 
‘er. J was so much over come 
‘by a sense of my_ ingratitude 


——_ << 
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‘to God, that I relinquished the | 
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‘ object for which I sat out, and 
‘returned to my house, where 
‘ [spent the day, bewailing the 
‘ wretched life I had lived.” 
Here he was interrupted by a 
question, What, Sir, is the mat- 
ter? He answered, “I am a 
‘ poor, undone sinner, and have 
‘ spent all the past years of my 
‘life in complete ignorance of 
‘my -real situation. What a 
‘wonder that [have been suf: 
‘ fered to live, that the forbear- 
‘ance of God, has not, long 
‘ since, been exhausted, and my- 
‘self made an eternal monu- 
‘ment of Divine vengeance. — 
¢ My companions have been the 
‘fashionable, the trifling, and 
‘the thoughtless ; my conduct, 
when in their company, makes 
me ashamed, and ought to 
make me tremble. How dif- 
ferently the bible appears to 
me from what it has done in 
years past! I have read it per- 
‘ haps as much as my neighbors: 
those passages which suited 
my taste I approbated, and 
others I rejected, it is a new 
book to mé, wholly new !— 
Those scriptures which I have 
been wont to reject, are now 
the only truths in which I can 
take any satisfaction. Oh ! 
how have | been swallowed up 
in earthly pursuits. What an 
opinion [ have had of minis- 
ters, anc of all serious people, 
as persons gloomy, without en- 
joy ment, and, under a strong 
‘delusion ; but now I am con- 
‘ vinced, that they are-the only 
‘happy people. What can I 
‘ say, O or clo for my vicious com- 
¢ panions.”, Here he was again 
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you willing that they should 
be made acquainte ed with your 
present views and situation f— 
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« I have no other objection but 
‘this, that it may be a means 
‘of causing them to trifle the 
¢ more and to commit the more 
¢sin.’ Would you not even 
now gladly return back into 
your former state of thought- 
Yessness, and pursue the world 
with the same unconcern that 
you have hitherto done? “ Oh, 
¢no! these days, notwithstand- 
ting the greatness of my pre- 
¢ sent distress, are the happiest 
‘days I ever witnessed in my 
¢life. The world is all vanity, 
¢ nothing could prevail on me to 
‘go back, vet I am afraid lest 
* God should leave me to myself, 
«1 have been se wicked and so 
‘vile. I would prefer continu- 
‘ing as E am to my dying day, 
é though at the last I should fall 


a prey to the righteous ven- | 


¢geance of God.” It was ob- 

served to him, It ts well known. 

Sir, that you have been the very ' 
man you describe, and you have 

reason to fear and tremble, lest} 
€od should withdraw from you, 

and never impart to you an in-’ 
terest in his grace. “I know 

it,” said he, but I hope that 

‘God will not forsake me.”— 

From this time, this man, who, 

but a few days before, had been 

heard to say, that by religious 

meetings, he verily believed, 
the parish would be ruined, and 

now became a regular and faith- ' 
ful. attendant om them himself. 

This instance of awakening, 

seemed to be improved in the 

hand of God, as a means for a 

time of shutting the mouths of 
all who were disposed to gain- 

say the work. New instances of 
awakening appeared from week 

to week. On Thursday of the 
last week in August, a public 
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fast was obscrved by the church 


(Oct, 


and society. There was aq gen 

eral attendance. Qn the ili 
day there was a funeral, and ™ 
the same day a ball by some of 
our young people ; so that we 
had in the parish, on the same 
day, fasting and praying, a fune. 
ral solemnity, and a dance 
The Monday following, one of 
the managers of this ball was 
shot instantly dead, ina military 
company. ‘This providence had 
an alarming effect on the minds 
of our youth, and, as we have 
reason to believe, was sanctified 
to some few. 

The good work gradually 
progressed until the beginning 
of the month of June 1809, since 
which time the apparent atten. 
tion among us has greatly sub- 
sided. From the time it was 
known that there was a special 
work of grace began, religious 
meetings were multiplied. One 
stated lecture every week at the 
house of God, through the plea- 
sant seasons. In the winterit 
was removed to a private dwell- 
ing. Other meetings in var 
ous parts of the parish were hol- 
den, three and four in a_ week 
and well attended. During the 
term of about one year, forty 
persons have been added to this 
church, two stand now pfo- 


| pounded, six or eight others 


have gained hopes that their 
hearts are reconciled to God, 
and as many as fifteen others 
who seem to be considerate and 
enquiring after God. How it 
will issue with those who are 
now enquiring, is known only 
to him who knoweth all things: 
It is feared however that their 
impressions are not deep enough 
to produce any change of cha- 
racter. Ina number of instant 
ces among us, attention has 
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been excited, and impressions 
seemed deep for a time, which 
have proved as the morning 
cloud and early dew. The at- 
tention of such individuals may 
never be called up again. 

Those who have already 
named the name of Christ, we 
say it with satisfaction, have hi- 
therto conducted with propriety. 
A sweet harmony subsists a- 
mong the brethren. Our public 
lectures, and other religious 
meetings, are now but thinly at- 
tended. Itis our daily prayer 
that God would not take away 
his Holy Spirit from us, but to 
these droppings, would add from 
his fullness a plenteous shower, 
which shall water and refresh 
every family and soul in the 
midst of us. The things we 
have already witnessed, have 
been truly refreshing to the 
friends of the Redeemer, their 
hearts have been much delight- 
edin beholding these new tro- 
phies of his victorious grace. 

The views and exercises of | 
the subjects of this work, do ve- 
ry well correspond with those 
which have been so often des- 
cribed in your useful Magazine. 
Few. instances have appeared 
where the mind seemed to be 
filled with great terror. The 
work has been characterized, by 
a deep sense of the depravity of 
human nature, and of the viie- 
ness of sin as committed against 
aholy God. The subjects of 
the work have often been melt-| 
ed into tears, under a sense of! 
the exceeding goodness of God | 
to them, and of their own base 
ingratitude towards the Giver of 
all their blessings. They have 
uniformly been disposed to. jus- 
tify God, and to condemn them- 
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selyes. . Their convictions have 
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been deep, pungent and rational. 
Nothing of enthusiasm or of 
false zeal hath appeared. Some 
to whom a good hope has been 
imparted, have experienced live- 
ly joys; but more generally the 
mind has been filled with a 
calm and serene peace, disposed 
to acquiesce and rejoice in ali 
the distinguishing doctrines of 
the gospel, and to pive all praise 
to God through Jesus Christ 
our divine mediator. The good 
work of which we speak has 
from the beginning till now been 
accompanied with the greatest 
order and regularity. It has 
been so carried on under the 


‘good providence of God, as te 


stain all the pride of human 
glory, and to leave nothing for 
his people to glory in but the 
Lord. 
With due respect, dear sir, 
Iam affectionately yours, 
a younger brother in the 
labors of the gospel 
ministry, 
E. T. WOODRUFF. 
Coventry, Aug. 21st, 1809. 


ee + ee 
Connecticut Bible Society. 


THE Directing Committee of 
the Connecricur Bisie Soci- 
ETY, request those members, 
who wish to avail themselves of 
the right to receive two Bibles, 
on their subscriptions, according 
to the Constitution of the Socie- 
ty, to make application to the 
Secretary, Mr. Henry Hudson, 
of Hartford, on or before the 11th 
of November next. 

They also give information, 
that from the first day of January 
next, as long as the means shall 
be farnished, the Secretary will 
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‘keep Bibles in constant readi- 
ness for gratuitous distribution, 
according to the benevolent de- 
signs of the Socicty. 

The Committee likewise beg 
leave to invite the attention of 
the well disposed to such further 
arrangements as, to them, seem 
calculated best to accomplish 
the purposes of the Institution. 

The way is now nearly pre- 

pared to commence the dcistri- 
bution of the Holy Sertptures 
among the destitute. Several ge- 
nerous contributions have been 
already received. ‘These ferm 
a beginning highly propitious 
and encouraging. They give 
animating reason to expect, that, 
hy the exertions of those who 
love the Word of God, and rea- 
Nze its essential importance in 
the divine scheme of man’s sal- 
vation, the necessary assistance 
will be afforded. | 

For the purpose of collecting 
and remitting monics, therefore, 
in time to come, the Commit- 
‘tee request and hope, that some 
person Or persons, in every So- 
elety; and among people of ev- 
ery denomination, will, without 
delay, undertake the agency re- 
recommended in a former com- 
munication. ‘To the Commit- 
tee it appears, that, in most in- 
Stances, none are situated so fa- 
vorably for taking on themselves 
a primary agency, as ministers 
of the gospel. It is obvious, 
however, that on a voluntary a- 
gency, by whomsoever assumed, 
the Committee must place their 
dependence for those continual 
supplies, without which the In- 
Suitution can neither be lasting 
nor extensively useful. 
~ The next care of the Commit- 
tee is that of finding and supfily- 
ing those destitute families and 


Bible Sctiety. 


- 
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individuals, who are the object 
of the Society’s charity. itil 

Here, also, no less than in the 
procurement of monies, the 
Committee ask—because they 
need—the assistance of sone 
one, or more, in every district 
and neighborhood. They would 
respectlully urve it, as altoveth- 
er necessary, that, at least, one 
person, In each smaller division 
of civil society, take on himself 
the task of finding the cestitute, 
in his own vicinity, together 
with receiving the books, and 


distributing them, in behalf of 


the Institution. The task, it js 
believed, to the smal! extent here 
requested, can neither be diff- 
cult, nor require much time; 
and to the heart, warmed with 


| pious benevolence, the commv- 


nication of the best good, in this 
way, must be a source of pers 
manent and pure enjoyment. 
The Committee, therefore, 
trust, that they shall not be 
thought too urgent, though they 
repeat their request, that in eve 
ry town, and as far as necessary, 
in the tess circles of society, mi- 


‘nisters and others enter, with 
resolution, upon this service, and 


become fersonally certain, that, 


-by-such means, as shall be judg- 


ed most expedient, the scrvice 
is there performed. Asto the 
manner, however, of obtalnng 
contributions—of finding the 
destitute—and of putting. the 
Bible into their hands—the ae 
gents in this work of piety can 
best determine. | si 

One arrangement further is 
thought necessary in tls com 


munication. 


That the business of obtain- 
ing the books for distribution, 
may be correctly transacted, 
every agent is desired to make 














application to Ichabod Lord | 


Skinner, Esq. the Rev. Abel 
Flint, and the Rev. Henry Grew, 
all of Hartford, who are a Com- 
mittee for drawing orders on the 
Secretary for that purpose. 

It is, perhaps, needless to re- 
peat, that the distribution of the 
books must be left to the care 
of ihose, who shall have become 
acquainted with the names and 
condition of the destitute. 

The Committee would here 
close the present communica- 
tion, had they not learned, that 
afew have thought the plan of 
the Society too limited ; suppo- 
sing that the indigent and care- 
less. in this state, formed its oz- 
ly—or, at least, its frincifal ob- 
ject—and concluding, that those 
here, who need to have Bibles 
given them, were too few to 
render 2 BrIBLE SociETY expe- 
dient. 

On this opinion it might be 
sufficient to observe, that such 
is the incalculable value of the 
Holy Scriptures, as to render 
the placing of them in the hands 
ofa very few, an article well 
worthy of forming a BrBLE So- 
CIETY to accomplish, if there 
was no probability of its being 
otherwise done. 

But allowing ittrue, that those 
destitute of Bibles in this State, 
are so few as to render the for- 
mation of a Biste Society 
heedless, on their account—what 
conclusion would a Christian 
draw from the fact? It must be 
this only, that the demands of 
pious charity are doubly strong 
upon us, in behalf of those many 
Millions, in other regions, who 
are less highly favored than 
ourselves. Does not abund- 


auce, at home, imply always the 
Vou. II, No. 19. 
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duty of sending supplies among 
the needy abroad ! 

The committee are persua- 
ded, however, that the opinion 
here mentioned has no founda- 
tion in truth. This institution 
might be highly useful, if there 
was no need of charity, to bestow 
the word of God, on the indi- 
gent, beyond the limits of Con- 
necticut. ‘That numbers here 
are destitute, through poverty, 
does not admit ofa doubt. The 
rational prospect of doing at 
least, some of them good, for 
both worlds, every Christian will 
acknowledge to be a reason in- 
vincibly strong for instituting a 
BriBLE Society. ‘The deplora- 
ble condition of some in this 
state was apparent when the 
attention and assistance of the 
well disposed were first invited 
to the great object of the insti- 
tution. 

Nevertheless, the fie/d of the 
society’sintended operations was 
then understood to have no 
bounds, but such as the want of 
pecuniary aid should fix. 

Therefore, in additional ex- 
planation—if necessary—of the 
| Society’s designs and hopes, the 
Committee would here state, 
that the destitute of Bibles in 
Connecticut and its vicinity will 
be among the fre(--though, by 
| no means, the only, or the frin- 
cipal objects of the institution. 
To assist in“ the circulation of 
the Holy Scriptures,” among 
the needy and perishing every 
where, was the great motive 
which led to the formation of 
this Seciety and it is, therefore, 
to be understood, that the Con- 
NECTICUT BiBLE.SocirtTy, as 
far as the well disposed shall 
furnish its committee with the 
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requisite means, will continually 
co-operate with similar institu- 
tions throughout the Christian 
world. Itis one oftheir strong- 
est wishes—=and.it will be num- 
bered among their choicest feli- 
cities—to send Bibles to the 
real objects of religious compas- 
sion and charity, wherever 
found. 
The committee view it as a 
matter of devout acknowledge- 
ment and praise, that the all wise 
and gracious author of the Holy 
Scriptures, has, thus far, caused 
this institution to meet a recep- 
tion so extensively cordial — 
They feel much confidence, that 
ministers and others, incited by 
the prospect of accomplishing 
great good, will cheerfully, as 
circumstances shall permit, un- 
dertake the agency requested 
in the foregoing communication. 
Great is their encouragement to 
hope, that the time is not far 
future, in which “ every person 
“capable of intelligent. read- 
“ ing,” shall enjoy free and pro- 
fitable access to that precious 
volume, whose pages, on the 
highest possible authority, for- 
bid every thing that is wrong 
and rumous, and command eve- 
ry thing that is right and neces- 
sary to salvation. 
In the name of the Committee. 
ABEL FLINT, Clerk. 
Hartford, Sefit. 4, 1809, 


———e ¢ ee 
Christian Union. 


Tue true churches of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, which agree in 
their opinions of the essential 
doctrines of the gospel, and the 
duties of a Christian life, in 
every age, have been so divided 


Christian Union. 


duce this, can never 
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as in a great measure to prevent 
the communion which ought te 
take place among the people of 
God. Some causes, which pro- 

this be removed 
on this side eternity. Distance 
of place, difference of character 
language, and local customs will 
ever form a line of distinction 
between those who love the 
same Lord: But itis, in a ereat 
degree, owing to our want of ex. 
ertion that these impediments to 
mutual charity are not more re 
moved than we have yet seen, 
The divisions of nations with al] 
their awful animosities and oppo- 
sitions of interest, ought not to 


| separate the hearts of Christ’s 
followers, who look to the same 


cross for redemption, and the 
same heaven for glory. Let 


Fevery true believer exhibit the 


fervent love of a disciple, which 
is the characteristic of his holy 
profession, whether he inhabit 
Europe or Africa, Asia or Ame- 
rica. Let him throw away those 
local distinctions which arise 
from the regiow he inhabits; the 
prejudices which come from the 


}interposition of distant climes, 


for the earth with its fulness 1s 
the Lord’s, and shall be given 
to Jesus Christ for his posses 
sion. Secular interests have 
done much to divide the affec- 
tions of Christians, and separate 
those who were really brethren 
in the spirit. They did not 
know each other : While breth- 
ren, they thought they were not 
united in the same Lord, and 
sometimes have denounced €c- 
clesiastical censures through the 
instigation of civil partizans. 
Hypocrisy and misrepresent 
tion have had their part In this 
business. The strength andart 


Sone deceitful and proud hype 
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crite have often separated the 
affections of many sincere Chris- 
tians. It is time, that hypocrites 
and partizans should no longer 
have power over the children of 
God. The increase of science, 
and the easy means of commu- 
nication between distant parts 
of the globe, in a very wonder- 
ful maoner, is removing those 
impedimentste communion, and 
preparing the way for Chris- 
tians through the world to re- 
joice in a holy obedience, and 
the prospect of perfect union in 
another state. Soon it will be 
said, that “ time is no longer ;” 
and may every reader be pre- 
pared fcr its consummation. 


Tue AMERICAN CHURCHES. 


The policy of the European 
countries, from which the Uni- 
ted States were first settled, led 
them to form different settle- 
ments, under distinct govern- 
ments, and subject to a diversity 
of laws and customs. One of 
the greatest difficulties in the 
American revolution, was tu sur- 


mount the differences of provin- | 


cial and colonial habits and pre- 
judices: But finally the love of 
civil and religious liberty consu- 
med these obstacles. 

In consequence of those pro- 
vincial and colonial separations, 
different ecclesiastical establish- 
ments were formed, which pre- 
vented that close intimacy be- 
tween the clergy and churches 
which was desirable, aud igno- 
rance of each other became the 
means of many jealousies unfa- 
vorable to Christian charity. — 
Mutual intercourse, and the re- 
cent outpouring of God’s Spirt: 
have now done much to remove 
these jealousies. A connection 


of friendship is now forming be- 
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tween the Churches, commonly 
called Presbyterian and Congre- 
gational, through the whole ex 
tent of the United States. 

The first step to this wasa 
friendly union between the Ge- 
neral Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church, which is annually 
held in Philadelphia, and the 
General Association of the State 
of Connecticut: Each of these 
bodies by their commissioners 
or delegates have a seat in the 
other, andthe connection hath 
been mutually beneficial in ma- 
ny respects, 

It is about twenty years since 
this event. After this, a con- 
nection was formed between the 
General Association of Connect- 
icut and the Convention of the 
clergy in the state of Vermont, 
which hath issued in their union 
with the Southern Presbyterian 
Church, on principles nearly 
similar. 

We are informed, that recent- 
ly a General Association ‘is for- 
med, by a very respectable part 
of the clergy in Massachusetts, 
and that this body is now united 
by representation with the Gen- 
eral Association of Connecticut. 

Also, that a connection of the 
same nature is completed be- 
tween the General Association 
of Massachusetts and the Con- 
vention of the Clergy in the 
state of New-Hampshire. Each 
of these are unions of friend- 
ship and communion in the doc- 
trines and duties of the Chris- 
jan faith, They are not de- 
signed to introduce a coercive 
jurisdiction over the whole, or 
any part of the united churches, 
nor to control the faith of their 
brethren, nor to change the par- 
icular modes of church disci- 
pline, established in large dis- 
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tricts, or in particular churches. 
Many names are united in the 
communion of charity for the 
edification of the church of 
Christ. 

The writer recollects the ori- 
ginal proposal for this general 
union :—He hath lived to see 
it thus far effected, and verily be- 
Jieves that brotherly love and 
mutual edification is the basis on 
which it stands. 
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The following intelligence from 
India, has been selected from 
several frublications. 


shecesesesece 


An important letter from the 
Rev. Claudius Buchannan, 
author of the “ Star IN THE 
East ; or, News froma far 
Country,” re-published in this 
State, for the benefit of the 
Missionary and Bible Socie- 
ties. 


TAansonrF, Sept. I, 1806. 
My Dear Sir, 


IT is seldom that any thing 
occurs in India worthy of being 
communicated to you, but the 
subject of a letter from this 
place will, I doubt not, be inte- 
resting. Jt is now about four 
months since I left Bengal, hav- 
ing purposed to travel from Cal- 
cutta to Cape Comerin by land. 
I had conceived the design of 
this journey some years ago, 
being desirous of obtaining a 
more distinct knowledge of the 
present state of the Hindoos and 
Mahometans, in various parts of 
India, also ofthe protestant mis- 
sions in the Decan, of the an- 
cient Syrian Christians in Tra- 
vancore, and of the Jews at Co- 
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chin. I have now hearly ac 
complished my tour, and thoy h 
some principal objects ise 
to be explored, I have alread 
obtained such valuable informa. 
tion on many important sy. 
jects, as amply compensates for 
the labor and peril of so long a 
journey. 

When in the province of 0. 
riffa, I visited the celebrated 
Hindoo temple of Juggernaut, 
One of the students of the col. 
legeofFort William has now the 
superintendence of the Pagoda, 
and is the collector of the tax on 
Pilgrims. I passed about ten 
days in making observations on 
it. Juggernaut appears to me 
to be the chief seat of Moloch 
in the whole earth, and the cen- 
tre of his dominion in the pre- 
sentage. The number of his 
worshippers is computed by 
hundreds of thousands. Four 
thousand pilgrims entered the 
gates with me on the day previ- 
ous tothe grand festival of the 
Rutt Jatra. At Juggernaut I 
first saw human victims devote 
themselves to death by falling 
under the wheels of the moving 
tower in which the idol is_pla- 
ced. There! saw the place of 
sculls called Golgotha, where 
the dogs and vuitures are ever 
seen expecting theirdaily corpse. 
There I beheld the obscene 
worship of Moloch in open day; 
while a great multitude,like that 
in the Revelation, uttered their 
voices, not in Hosannahs, but 10 
yells of applause at the view of 
the horrid shape and at the ace 
tions of the high priest of infa- 
my, who is mounted with it on 
the throne, : 

There is nothing harmonious 
in the praise of Moloch’s wor 


shippers, but rather a hissing of 
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applause. Exhausted and dis- 
gusted with the daily horror of 
the scene, I at length basted 
away from the place With some 
degree of trepidation. Three 
days afterwards, when I was on 
the banks of the Chilka Lake, 
[beheld the towers of Jugger- 
naut afar off. While I viewed 
them its abominations came to 
my remembrance, and I pro- 
nounced it accursed in the name 
of the Church of GOD. How 
different is that valley of Hinnom 
from the scene which now pre- 
sents itself to me here among 
the Christian churches of Tan- 
jore. Here there is becoming 
dress, humane affections, and 
rational converse. Here the fee- 
ble minded Hindoo exhibits the 
Christian virtues in a vigour 
which greatly surprised me.— 
Here CHRIST is glorified, and 
this is the scene which now 
prompts me to write to you. 
But I ought first to have in- 
formed you that I have visited 
other places where the gospel is 
preached to the Hindoos. I had 
intended to have been at Vellore 
onthe 8th of July, which was 
wodays before the massacre ; 
but the providence of GOD re- 
tarded my steps. I was visited 
by a fever which confined me 
for some time in a Caravansara:; 
Lord B ythe governor at 
Madras, desired I would suggest 
What might occur tome in my 
progress through the Decan, as 
tnost likely to ameliorate the 
State of the newly converted 
Christians. In some places they 
have suffered persecution. This 
Persecution has, however, been 
thus far useful that it shows the 
Serious change of mind in the 
Hindoo who can bear it. For it 
Soften alleged in India that the 





, 





Hindoo can never be somuch at- 
tached to Christ as the Bramin 
is to his idol. 

When I was at Tranquebar,, 
I visited the church built by the 
famous Ziegenbalger. His body 
lies on one side the altar, and 
that of Grundler on the other 
side. Above, are the epitaphs 
of both written in Latin, and en- 
graved on plates of brass, The 
church was consecrated in 1710, 
and Ziegenbalg and Grundler 
both died within two years after. 
I saw also the dwelling-house of 
Ziegenbalg which is yet in the 
state he left it. In the lower 
apartment are yet kept the re- 
gisters of the church. In them 
I found the name of the first 
heathen baptized by Ziegenbalg, 
and recorded by himself in 1707. 
I also saw old men whose fathers 
had seen Ziegenbalg. I first 
heard in “Ziegenbalg’s church, 
and trorn the pulpit where he 
preached the gospel published 
to the Hindoos in their own 
tongue. On that occasion they 
sung the 100th psalm, to Lu- 
ther’s tune. To me it was an 
affecting scene. Tranquebar, 
however, is not what it was. 
European infidelity has eaten 
out the truth like a canker. A 
remnant indeed is left, but the 
glory is departed to Tanjore. 

When I entered the province 
of Tanjore the Christians came 
out of the villages to meet me, 
and here I first heard the name 
of Swartz pronounced by a Hin- 
doo. When I arrived at the 
capital, I waited on Mr. Kolhoff 
the successor of Mr. Swartz. 
Here also [ found two other 
missionaries, the Rev. Doctor 
John, and Mr. Hurst, who were 
on a visit to Mr. Kolhoff.. They 
told me that the company’s resi- 
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dent, captain Blackborne, had 
apartments ready for my recep- 
tion, and that he had dispatched 
a letter to me some days before, 
informing me, that the Rajah of 
Tanjore was desirous of sceing 
me. J] asked the missionaries 
how the Rajah came to hear of 
me ? They said that the resident 
had got a copy of my memoir 
and of Mitcheli’s Essay. On 
the same day I paid my respects 
to the resident, who informed 
me that the Rajah had appoint- 
ed next day at 12 to receive me. 
——On our entrance, the resident 
accompanied me to the Rajah. 
The Rajah rose from. his sofa, 
and advancing some steps, took 
me by the hand and seated me 
on his right. After a short con- 
versation he led me up stairs to 
a magnificent saloon, fitted up 
tn the English and Indian taste, 
and embroidered with the por- 
traits of Savajee his great ances- 
tor and the other kings of Tan- 
yore. Immediately on entering 
he led me up to the portrait of 
‘the late Rev. Mr. Swartz. Find- 
zog that I liked music, he en- 
tertained me with Vinex and 
the Harp, and while the music 
played he discoursed of thar 
good man and of his happiness 
3n the heavenly world. IJ then 
addressed the Rajah in the pre- 
sence ofthe resident, and thank- 
ed him, in the name of the Chris- 


‘tians in Europe and Bengal, for 


his kindness to the late Mr. 
Swariz and to his successors, 
and particularly for his recent 
acts of benevolence to the Chris- 
tians residing within the pro- 


_vince of Tanjore. He has erect- 


eda college for Hindoos, Mus- 
sulmen and Christians, in which 
provision is made for the in- 
struction of fifty Christian chil- 
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dren. Having heard of the fame 
of the ancient Sanscrit and Mah. 
ratta hbvary, I requested his x. 
celency would present Catia. 
logue of its volumes to the Col. 
lege of Fort William. The Bra. 
mins had formerly remonsirsie4 
against this ; but the Rajah was 
now pleased to order a copy to 
be made out, and I haye jr a). 
ready In my possession. It js 
voluminous and written in the 
Mahratta character, for that js 
the language of the Tanjore 
court. When I was about to 
take leave, the Rajah, to my 
great surprise, presented to me 
@ miniature of himself ce. 
gantly set, about six inches in 
length, and also four pieces of 
gold cloth. In the evening te 
sent his band of music of twelve 
men, Viz. six performers on the 
Vina and six singers, to the 
house of the resident, where 
I dined. They sang and played 
“God save the King” with vati- 
ations in just measure, applying 
the Mahratta words to the Maha 
Rajah, their own most excellent 
Prince. 

Next day I sat some hours 
with the missionaries consult 
ing on the general state of the 
mission. ‘They want help, their 
vineyard is increased and thelt 
taborers are decreased. They 
have hitherto had no svp)'t 
from Germany, in room ° 
Swartz, Jaenicke, and Gerlcsé 
and have no_ prospect ol cto 
ply. It appears to me; sl 
clory has departed trom Germ : 
ny, and that GOD ias Bd 
to England. Last Sunday “hl 
Monday were great days! 
the Christians at Tanjore: 
being rumoured that 4 asi : 
the late Mr. Swartz had arm 
the people assembled from 
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quarters on Sunday morning. 
Three sermons were preached 
inthree different Ianguages.— 
At eight o’clock we proceeded 
tothe church built by Mr Swartz 
within the Fort. It is larger 
than the church of St. Mary 
Woolnorth. From Mr. Swartz’s 
pulpit I preached in) English. 
from Mark xiii. 10,“ And the gos- 
pel must be first published «mong 
all nations.” The resident, and 
other gentleman, civil and mili- 
tary, at the place, attended, and 
also «the Missionaries, Cate- 
chists and English troops. <Af- 
ter this service was over the na- 
tive congregation assembed in 
the same church and filled the 
aisies and porches. The service 
commenced with some forms of 
prayer read by an inferior min- 
ister, in which all the con- 
gregation joined with loud fer- 
vour. A chapter of the bible 
was then read, and a hymn of 
Luther’s sung. Some voices in 
tenor and bass, gave much har- 
mony to the Psalmody, as the 
treble was distinguished by the 
predominant voices of the wo- 
men and boys. After a short 
extempore prayer, during which 
the whole assembly knelt on the 
floor, the Rev. Dr. John deliver- 
ed an eloquent and animated 
sermon in the Tamul tongue, 
from these words, * And Jesus 
stood and cried, if any man 
thirst,” &c. &c. 

As Mr. Whitfield, on his first 
coming to Scotland, was surpri- 
sed at the rustling of the leaves 
of Bibles, which took place im- 
mediately on his pronouncing 
his text; so was I here surpri- 
sed at the noise of a different 
kind, namely, that of the iron 
pen engraving the Palmyra leaf. 
Many persons had their Ollas 





(Leaves) in their hands writing 
the sermonin Tamul short hand. 


| Mr. Kolhoff assured me, that 


some of them are so expert in 
this, that they do not lose one 
word of the preacher. And the 
sermon of the morning Is regu- 
larly read in the evening to the 
schools by the catechists from 
his Palmyra leaf. 

Another custom obtains which 
I may mention. In the midst 
of the discourse, the preacher 
puts a question to his congre- 
gation, who respond without he- 
sitation In one voice. The ob- 
ject is to keep attention awake, 
and the answer 3s generally 
prompted by the minister him- 
self. Thus, suppose he is say- 
ing, “my dear brethren, it is 
true you are now a despised peo- 
ple, being cast out by the Bra- 
mins; but think not that your 
state is pecultar. For the Pha- 
riseé and Worldly man is the 
Bramin of high and low cast in 
Europe. 44 true Christians 
must lose’their cast in this world. 
Some of you are now following 
your Lord to the regeneration 
under circumstances of pecakar 
suffering, but let every such one 
be of good cheer, and say, *f 
have lost my cast, and my in- 
heritance amongst men, but in 
heaven [shail obtain a new name, 
anda better inheritance through 
Jesus Christ our Lord ? The 
minister then adds, * My be- 
loved children, what shall you 
obtain in heaven ? They imime- 
diately answer in one voice, * A 
new name, and a better inheri- 
tance, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord” It is impossible for 3 
stranger not to be affected at this 
scene ; children of tender years 
inquire of each other, and at- 
tempt to lisp the responses.— 
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And this custom is deduced from 
Ziegenbalg, who proved its use 
from long experience. 

After the Tamul service was 
ended, I retired with the Mis- 
sionaries into the vestry, or 
Swartz’s library. Here i was 
introduced to the Elders and 
the Catechists of the church.— 
Among others came Sattianaden, 
the celebrated preacher, who Is 
yet found faithful. He 1s now 
stricken in years, and his black 
locks have grown grey. As I 
returned from the Church, I 
saw the Christian families re- 
turning in crowds to the country, 

and the mothers asking the boys 
to read passages from their ollas. 
At 4o0’clock in the afternoon, 
we went to the little chapel in 
the mission garden out of the 
fort, built also by Mr. Swartz ; 
and in which his body now lies. 
This was a solemn service.— 
Mr. Horst preached in the Por- 
tuguese language, from these 
words, * Ye who sometime were 
far off,” &c. Isat on a granite 
stone, which covered Swartz’s 
grave. The epitaph is in Eng- 
lish verse, and written by the 
present prince, who has signed 
his nametoit. ‘The organ here 
accompanied the voice of the 
multitude, and the preacher ad- 
dressed the people in an anima- 
ted discourse of pure doctrine. 
In the evening Mr. Kolhoff pre- 
sided at the exercise in the 
schools, on which occasion the 
sermon of the morning was re- 
peated, and the boys’ ollas ex- 
amined. 

In consequence of my having 
expressed a wish to hear Satti- 
anaden preach, Mr. Kolhoff had 
given notice to the congregation 
in the morning that there would 


be divine service next day (Mon- 








Intelligenee from India, 


[Ocr, 


day;) in tne little chapel, at es 
o'clock. Accordingly the pl. 
was crowded at an early ‘a 
There appeared more of é 
vine unction in the assembly mt 
this occasion, than on any of the 
former. Sattianaden delivered hig 
discourse with much natural elo. 
quence and action, and with Visi« 
ble effect. The subject was 
“The marvellous light.” He 
first described the Pagan dark. 
ness, then the light of Ziegen. 
balg, then the light of Swartz: 
then the efforts making in all 
lands to produce light and 
lastly the heavenly light, where 
there shall be no need of the 
light of the sun nor of the moon, 
&c.”” In quoting a passage, he 
desired a lower minister to read 
it. Sattianaden listened to it as 
to record, and then proceeded to 
the illustration. The responses 
of the audience were frequently 
called for. He concluded with 
a fervent prayer fora blessing on 
the Church of England. 

After service, I went up to 
Sattianaden, and took him by the 
hand, and the old Christians 
came round about weeping. He 
said he was unworthy to preach 
before his teachers. ‘The peo- 
ple asked me about Bengal, s°y- 
ing, they had heard good news 
from thence. TI told them the 
news was good, but that Bengal 
was exactly a hundred years be 
hind Tanjore. 

Mr. Kolhoff is a man of 8 
meek spirit, but of ardent faith 
laboring in season and out 0 
season. His congregation 
daily increasing. When I ws 
taking leave, he presented to mé 
the Hebrew Psalms, and Greek 
Testament of that venerable ap 
postle Mr. Swartz, I intend 
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give the Greek testament to the 
Rey. Mr. Browne of Calcutta. 

Soon after leaving Tanjore, I 
passed through the woods inhab- 
ited by the Colleries (or thieves) 
who are now humanized by the 
gospel. They were clamorous 
for aminister, supposing that I 
could send them one. They 
have eight churches but ne Eu- 
ropean minister, . 

TRITCHINOPOLY, Sept. 6, 1806. 

I thought to have dispatched 
this letter from Tanjore, but I 
have not had time to conclude it. 
At this place is the church first 
built by Swartz, & called by him, 
«Christ Church, Tritchinopo- 
ly.” It is about the size of St. 
Mary Woolnorth, but the arch- 
es supporting the roof are each 
twenty feet in length, and the 
pillars only one foot two inches 
in thickness. At this station 
there are a great number of 
English, civil and military. On 
Sunday morning last, I preached 
from these words * For we have 
seen his star in the east, and 
are come to worship him.” Dr. 
John, who followed me to this 
place from Tanjore, preached 
afterwards to the Tamul con- 
gregation. Next. morning a 
Serjeant called on me, who said 
he had seen the heavenly light 
in the east, and wanted bibles for 
the pious English soldiers.— 
There isa great cry for bibles 
in this country by the native 
Christians and Europeans. Mr. 
Pohle the German missionary 
here, told me he could dispose of 
a thousand bibles. | 

I proceed from this place to 
Madura, wherethe Roman Cath- 
olicks cover the land. Mr. Pohle 
tells me, that one of their priests, 
who was lately. in the vicinity, 
preached the atonement with 
Vor. II. No. 10, 








great clearness, and force, in 
consequence of which, he was 
immediately removed by his su- 
pertors. I shall endeavour to 
find him out. Someof tle Ro- 
mish churches are very corrupt, 
mingling Pagan superstitions 
with Romish ceremonies. 

But itis yet true, that the Jes- 
uits have hewn wood. and drawn 
water for the protestant Mis- 
sion. I hear that.three clergy- 
men have arrived at Calcutta, 
since I left it, namely, Mr. Mar- 
tin, Mr. Parsons, and another. 

I am, dear Sir, 
yours affectionately, 
C. BUCHANAN. 


en tll enema 


A LETTER has been reécei- 
ved from the Rev. Mr. Ringel- 
taube, to the Secretary, dated 
Palamcotta, Feb. 7, 1807. He 
has acquired the language so-as 
to write it correctly, and speak 
it with butlittle hesitation. 

Mr. Ringeltaube has also sent 
his journal, from Sept. 12, 1806, 
to Feb. 6, 1807. He mentions 
that Dr. Buchanan had reques- 
ted the loan of his Bible in the 
Tamul language, as he was 


about to commence the Malay+ 


alam translation of the Scrip 
tures immediately, there being 
200,000 Christians in Malaya- 
lam, who are ready to receive it. 
Even the Romish bishop, it is 
said, signified his consent to the 
circulation of the Scriptures 
among his people. . The Doctor 
observes in his. letter to Mr. 
Ringeltaube, that he has had sin- 
gular success in obtaining an- 
cient manuscripts, in Hebrew, 
Syriac. &c. . Mr. R. greatly re- 
joiced at this good news ; and 
sent him his.only copy. of that 
Bible without delay. 
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Beclediastical Anitigitities in Tn-? 
) dia. 
fAVe have been favoured by a} 
- respectable ‘correspondent in 
India, with a'copy of a Re-: 
PoRT, presented by a pious’ 
clergyman, at tle request of’ 


the Governor 'of Madras, con- | 


cerbing ‘the state of the an-! 
cient Christians tn ‘Cechin and ‘ 

‘Travancore. This Report is: 
#0 'curtous and 60 interesting, ' 
that ‘we shall give the whole: 

of ito ‘owr readers, assured: 
that they will esteem it, as we | 
do, a most valuable and im- 
portant document. It is fol- 
lowed by an account of the 
Rev. Dr. Buchanan’s discov- 
eries.) 

REPORT of ttre Senior Chap- 


fain ‘of Fort St. George, to} 


ithe: Right’ Horowrable Lord 


William Bentink, Governor | 
of Madras, on the state of the | 


Christians inhabiting the king- 
‘doms ‘of Cochin and Travan- 
ore 5 with an article of in- 

teresting literary intellixence, 
- contdining’an account ‘of the 
‘discoveries made’by the Rev. 

Dr. Buchanan, ih the course 

of his investigations ‘underta- 
_-ken by order ‘of ‘the’supreme 

‘government in Bengal. : 
co ‘¢ Public Department. 

% 7 the Rev. Dr. Kerr, ‘Senior 

‘Chapilain of Fort St. Georee. 


_ ‘é Rev. Sir, 


+ 'The Right Hotiourable 
“ the Governor in Council, be- 
a ihe Genttoat of ‘availing him- 
“self of your vicinity to ‘the 


(Ove, 
% rected by his lordship in coun- 
“ cit, to desire that $6 soon ag 
“the state of your health and 
“ the season will permit,you wif 
“ proceed to the provinces gp 
“that coast ; and you will for. 
‘© ward'to mre, for the informe. 
“tion ‘of government, such ae. 
“ counts as you may be able to 
‘collect, of the first introduc. 
‘ tionof Christianity into India. 
“‘of the arrival of the different 
“sects who have been, or may 
“ be, in existence of their ges 
“ neral history, and of the per. 
“secutions to which they may 
“have been exposed—of their 
“ successin making proselytes— 
of their ‘church-establishrent, 
“and of the source from which 
‘« they are maintained, and with 
“all other circurmstances con- 
“nected with this important 
| 6 sabyect. 
«6 } have the honor to be, 
Rev. Sir, 
‘your most obedient 
: ‘humble Servant, 
(Signed) G.'G. KEBLE. 
Sec. to ‘Government. 
Fort Br. George. 
| Junie 28, 1808." 


“ To the Right Honourable’ Lord 
William C. Bentinck, Gover 
nor in Council, 9c. Sc. | 


* My Lorp, node 
‘% When at Mysore, I was 
honoured ‘by the receipt of Mr. 
secretary Keble’s letter, dated 
the ‘28th June last ; and finding 
my general health much impro- 
ved, I resolved ‘to proceed to the 
Matabar coast, in search of the 





*< ‘Malabar coast, to obtath every 
possible information th regard 
*to the establishment, &c. of 
the Christian Religion in that 
“ part of the peninsula, I am di- 


itformation required by you 
tordship in council, regarding 
the Christians inhabiting that 
part of the peninsula :—-an 1D! 
vestigation ‘which T have f 
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as interesting: as it is important, 
whether 1t regards humanity; at 
large, OF as it is connected, in a 


political view, with the British } 


interests in this country. 

6 To. view the extensive field 
pointed, out for my, Inquiries 
minutely, would require much 
more of my time then could be 
well spared from my other pub- 


lic avecations ; and. as I learned 


that the Rev. Dr. Buchanan was 
nominated uy the government of 
Bengal, to, travel over the same 
ground, for purposes somewhat 
similar, I did-not think it Incum- 
bent on me to take up raore 
than a general view. of the sub- 
ject, and I directed my attention 
accordingly, nat so much to de- 
tails. as to matters of comprehen- 
sive import. . 

“The first object ta which 
the orders of government refer, 
is, to an account of the introduc- 
tion of Christianity . into this 
country. 

* There canbe no,.doubt whate- 
ver, that the St, Thome Chris- 
tians settled on the Malabar 
coast at a very, early: period of 
the Christian. church ; from 
whence they, at ane time, spread 
in.various directions as far even 
as Mileapoor, and St. Thomas’s 
Mount ;—but to derive au/hen- 
uc information'‘as to the time of 
their arrival, is at present. no ea- 
sy task. 

“ From the confusion. arising 
from the imperfection of Hindoo 
chronology, from the desire 
which these Christians have to 
derive their origin from the ear- 
lest possible times, (which ma 
perhaps have” introduced false 
traditions amongst them,) and 
as all their authentic records are 
reported to have been destroyed 
during the persecutions of the 
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church of Rome’; from all these 
circumstances, whether we nefer 
to; tixe, Hindoo accounts, to the 
St. Ehome Christians: theme 
selves. ov to their persequlondy 
the Roman Catliolics, we ane not 
likely: to arrive at any certaim 
conclusion: as to:the exact time 
of their establishment in Malas 
bar. Some, circumstances; hows 
ever, may be collectad: from ure 
doubted: autliority, by :which. it 


-may: be inferred, that. they have 


been for nearly fifteen centaries 
established in Initia); for we finds 
in ecclesiastical’ history, that at 
the first council at Nice, in the 
year 325, a bishop from: India 
was amongst the number com- 
posing that memorable synod ; 
and, in-the creeds and .doctrimes 
of the Christians of . Malabar, 
internal evidence exists of’ their 
being: a. primitive church; for 
the supsemacy of the Pope is 
denied, and: the doctrine of 
‘Fransubstantiation: - ‘never. has 
been held by them; and they 
regarded, and still regard the 
worship of Images astdolatrous, 
and the doctrine of purgatory to 
be. fabulous :—-moreover, they 
never admitted as sacraments, 
extreme unction, marrfage, oF 
confirmation: alk which facts 
may be substantiated on refer- 
ence to the acts of the Syned es 
tablished: by Don Alexis de Me- 
neses, archbishop of Goa, at 
Udiamper, in the year 1599.. 

‘: The history of this council 


_wilt be found most ably detailed’ 
in a work printed in French, and | 


entitled, The history of Chris- 
published at the 
Hague, in the year 1724, by La’ 
€roze, the celebrated librarian 
to the king of Prussia. 

“ The object of this work was 
to deduce, from authentte mate- 
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rials, the rise, progress, and es- 
tablishment of Christianity in 
the East ; and to hold up to dis- 
grace,.and to merited indigna- 
tion, the bigotted and unworthy 
conduct of the Roman Catholic 
church, in the persecution set 
on foot by her emissaries, under 
her avowed sanction, against the 
primitive Christians, who were 
found settled on the coast of 
Malabar; and La Croze seems 
to have discharged his duty to 
the public in a most faithful, in- 
teresting, and able manner. 

“ When the Portuguese first 
arrived in this country, in the 
beginning of the sixteenth cen- 
tury, they found a Christian 
church using the Syrio-Chaldaic 
language, established in the 
neighborhood of Cranganore ; 
and, though it was published to 
the world many centuries before 
that period, that such a church 
existed, yet we find their igno- 
rance expressed jn the wonder 
which it excited. 

“ These Christians met the 
Portuguese as natural friends 
and allies, and rejoiced at their 
coming ; but the Portuguese 
were much disappointed at find- 
ing the St. Theme Christians 
firmly fixed in the tenets of a 
primitive church ; and soon a- 
dopted plans for drawing away 
from their pure faith this inno- 
cent, ingenuous, and respecta- 
ble people: however, after using 
for nearly a century, all the cus- 
tomary arts and abominable per- 
secutions of the church of Rome 

to no purpose, Don Alexis De 
Meneses, the archbishop of Goa, 


appeared amongst them ; and, | 


by his commanding influence, 
his zeal, and his learning, and on 
the authority of what he called. 
the Council of Udiamper, forced. 


[Ocr, 


the Syrian Metropolitan, his 
priests, and people, into the Ro. 
man pale. The Archbishop 
however, had not long quitted 
the scene of this triumph of big. 
otry, ere the people sighed for 
their old religion, and cherished 
it in private ; but on the 22¢ of 
May, 1655, they held a congress 
at Alingatte, and great numbers, 
headed by their Metropolitan, 
revolted publicly from the Ro. 
}mish communion ; nor has all 
the influence of the Roman Pon- 
uff, and the kings of Portugal, 
been able to draw them awa 
again from their old faith. 

“ Leaving the history of this 
interesting people, which is af- 
fectingly delineated in LaCroze’s 
book, I shall, in this report, con- 
fine myself more particularly to 
the existing state of Christianity 
in Malabar ; and, in order that 
your lordship may have the sub- 
ject clearly before you, I shall 
consider each sect of Christians 
by itself, under the head of, Ist, 
St. Thome, or Jacobite Chris- 
tians ;——-2dly, The Syrian Cath- 
olics, who have been forced 
from the Jacobite Church into 
the Romish pale ; and, Sdly, 
The Latin Church. 


St. Thome, or Jacobite Chrishans. 


« These people, who still re- 
tain their ancient creed and usa- 
ges, consider themselves as the 
descendants of the flock establish- 
ed by St. Thomas, who Is gene: 
rally esteemed the Apostle of 
the Last. Their ancestors eml 
erated from Syria,and the Syrio- 
Chaldaic is the language 
which their church service 15 
still performed. They admit no 
images within their churches» 
but a figure of the Virgin Mary 





with the child Jesus in her arms, 
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which is considered merely as an | 
ornament, and not a subject for 
idolatrous worship. They are 
generally denominated by the 
country people, Nazaranee Ma- 
pilles. Nazaranee 1s obviously 
derived from Nazareth ; but the 
origin of the word Majillah is 
yariously accounted for ;—by 
someit isingeniously supposed to 
refertothe Virgin and Child, the 
only image admitted within their 
churches ; as Ma implies Moth- 
er, in various languages, derived 
from the Sungscrit; and Pediah, 
Child. Others again, construe 
the term to indicate the rank 
originally conferred on these 
Christians by the sovereign of 
Malabar. Poolahsignifies @ class, 
ina state synonymous with our 
secretaries. Ja or Maha signi- 
fies great or sufierior. Theterm 
Mapillah is indiscriminately ap- 
plied to Jews and Musselmen as 
to these Christians, distinguish- 
ine each by the prefix of the 
Jew, Syrian, or Nazaranee, or 
Musselman. 
s Tt it certain that grants of 
honour and emolument were 
formerly possessed by these 
Christians, given to them by 
aking of Malabar, named Per- 
remaul, engraven of copper, 
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the creed of St. Athanasius, but 
without its damnatory clauses. 
_% Baron Von Wrede has writ- 
ten a memoir on the subject of 
these Christians, which appear- 
ed in the 7th volume of the Asi- 
atic Researches, and which has 
the merit of calling our attention 
to these people ; though it Is no 
better than a lame transcript of 
information, which may be fully 
and satisfactorily obtained in La 
Croze’s book, from whence eve- 
ry material part of that memoir 
is obviously taken : indeed, 
wherever the Baron departsfrom 
his author, he becomes less in- 
teresting, or misleads his reader. 
That the Christians in Malabar 
were early taught the tenets of 
Nestorius,is proved by La Croze, 
on the direct authority of Cos- 
mas, an Egyptian merchant 
(himself a Nestorian,) who pub- 
lished his voyage to India in the 
year 547. It seems, however, 
not improbable that Christians 
had been planted in these shores, 
long before the time of Nestori- 
us ; and, I am inclined to regard 
the tradition of its having spread 
hither in the age of the Apostles, 
as very far from fabulous.* 
“ With respect to their reli- 





five of which engravings are still | 
in existence ; a fac-simile of | 
which I have seen in the posses- 
sion of the Resident of Travan- 
core. 

“Tt has been long believed, 
that these Christians held the 
tenets of the Nestorian heresy, 
and that they were obliged to 
leave their own country in con- 


| consequence of persecution :— | 


however, it appears that the 
creed which they now follow 
denies that heresy, and seems 


gious tenets, writers may and 
will disagree ; upon such snb- 
jects human reasen avails noth- 
ing. The disputes which on 
these points have agitated the 
world, are in general no better 
than the perverse offspring of 
verbal differences. 

“ The following is a versicn 
of the present creed of these peo- 


— ar 


* Eusebius informs us, that there 
were Christians in India as early as 
the year 189, who had the Gospel of 
St. Matthew in Hebrew, which they 
declared was reccived from St. Bar- 





to coincide in several points with 
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ple, being a written communi- 
cation from the Metropolitan to 
the Resident at Travancore ; 

«“ Inthe name of the Father, 
¢ Son, and Holy Ghost, We, the 
¢ Christians, believers in the re- 
‘ligion of Jesus Christ, sub- 
¢ ject to the jurisdiction of Mar 
‘ Topatius, patriarch of Antioch, 
‘being loyalt Jacobians, hold 
‘the following creed : 


—<— 


+ Eastern Christians, who re- 
nounce the communion of the Greek 
ehurch, who differ from it both in 
@octrine and worship, may be com- 
prehended under two distinct classes. 

{o the former belong the Monophy- 
sites, or Jacobites, so called from Ja- 
cob Albardai, who declare it as their 
opinion that, in the Saviour of the 
world there is only one nature ; 
while the latter comprehends the 
followers of Nestorius, frequently 
called Chaideans, from the country 
where they principally reside, and 
who suppose that there are two dis- 
tinct persons or natures in the Son 
of God. The Monophysites are sub- 
divided into two sects or parties, the 
one African and the other Asiatic. 
At the head of the Asiatics is the 
patriarch of Antioch, who resides 
for the most part in the monastery of 


St. Ananias, which is situated near }| 


the city of Merdin, and sometimes at 
Merdina, his episcopal seat ; as also 
at Amida, Aleppo, and other Syrian 
cities. The government of this pre- 
late is too extensive, and the church- 
es aver which he presides too nume- 
tous, to admit of his performing him- 
self all the duties of his high office ; 
and, therefore, a part of the admin- 
istration of the pontificate is given to 
a kind of colleague, who is called the 
Maphrian, or Primate of the Kast, 
and whose doctrines and discipline 
are said to be adopted by the eastern 
church bevond the Tigris. This 
‘primate used formerly to reside at 
Tauris, a city on the frontiers of 
Armenia ; but his present habitation 
is the monastery of St. Matthew, 
which is in the neighborhood of Mou- 
sul, a city of Mesopotamia. It is 
further observable, that all the pa- 


“ We believe in the Father 
* Son, and Holy: Ghost, three 
“ Persons in one God, neither 
“ confounding the persons, hor 
*¢ dividing the substance, one in 
* three, and three in one. 

“ The Father generator... 
‘the Son generated—and | 
“ Holy Ghost proceeding, 

“ None is before nor after ot), 
“er in Majesty, honour, Might, 
“ and power; co-equal, unity in 
‘* trinity, and trinity in unity, 

“« We do not believe with Ae. 
“ rius and iLunomius, that there 
“ are three different and separate 
“ substances. 

* We do not believe, as Sebel. 
“ lius believes, by confusion of 
* substance. 

“ We donot believe, as Mace- 
“conius seid, that the Holy 
‘© Ghost is less than the Father 
* and Son. 

“ We do not believe, as Maw: 


the 


“ ney and* ivfarcianus said, that 


“ the body of Christ was sent 
“down from heaven. 

*“ We donot believe as Julian- 
“ust said, that Christ was only 
“ man. 

*“ We do not hold, as Nesto- 
“ rius, the doctrine of two pa- 
‘ tures, and two substances in 
* the Messiah. 

“ We do not believe, as the 
‘ Chalcedonains said, that there 
“ are two natures. in the Mes- 
* siah. 

* But we believe, by the doc- 
‘“‘trine of the Trinity, that the 
* Son is co-equal with the Fa 
triarchs of the Jacobites assume the 


denomination of Iguatius.... Moshe, 
rvol.4, Section xi. fage 257. 


* These 1 suppose might be Ma- 


nes and Marcian. 


__ t Perhaps Julian, Bishop of Har 
icarnassusy : | 
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«ther, without beginhimg or | 
wend; that in the appointed ; 
«time, through the disposition. 
“ of the Father and Holy Ghost, 
« without disjoining from the 
« right side of the Father, he ap- 
« peared on earth for the salva- ; 
“tion of mankind—that he ‘was 
«born of the Virgin Mary,’ 
« through the means of the Holy ; 
« Ghost, and was incarnate, God 
«and Man. So that in the un- 
«jon of the divine and human ‘ 
“nature, there was one nature 
“and one substance.«—So we be-. 
« lieve.” 


[This account of the St. Thome’ 
Christians to be continued in ‘our 
next Number. } 
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INSTALLATION. 

ON Wednesday, the 20th ult. the 
Rev. DAN HUNTINGTON was in- 
stalied pastor of the first society in 
Middletown, in this state. The in- 
troductory prayer was made by the 
Rev. Dr. Lyman, of East-Haddam.- 
The Rev. Dr. Lyman, of Hatfield, 
(Mass.) preached the sermon, the 
rev. Mr. Parsons, of East-Haddam 
made the installation prayer, the 
Rev. Dr. Strong, of Chatham, gave 
the charge, the Rev. Mr. Johns, of 
Berlin, gave the right hand of Fel- 
lowship, and the Rev. Dr. Perkins, 
of Hartford, made the concluding 
The various services were 
appropriate and interesting ; the 
music uncommonly fine ; and the se- 
lemnities of the occasion, peculiarly 


gratifying toa very large and res 
J pectable concourse of people. 


ant 2 


POETRY. 


The covenant faithfulness of God in the Affiictions of 
his People, | 


CHILD of Adversity, but child of God, 
Why sinks thy heart beneath affliction’s rod ? 
Methinks thy Heav’n born spirit shouid not grieve 
The'surest marks of son-ship to receive 5 
Or with impatient mind, and sullen look, 
Resist a tender parenc’s chastening stroke. 


Has death, unwearied scourge of human race, 
Drawn his pale lines across a parent’s face, 
Written thee Orphan ina world of woe, 
~ £Expos‘d to ali the stormy winds that blow? 
‘Hast thou receiv’d a brother’s latest sigh, 
Or clos’d a love'y sister’s fading eye ? 
a hath he, envious of parental pride, 
avish’d a blooming infant from thy side ? 
— with ruthless hand and sterner power, 
orn from the parent’s stalk the full blown flower, ) 
Or broke the tie by fond affection twin’d, 
And a dear partner to the tomb consign’d. 


Hath Se torn thy aching breast, 


Have friends forsaken thee, 


and foes opprest ? 


Hath wanton malice biasted thy fair fame, 
Inflicting sorrows thou canst never name ? 
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Does pale disease with her attendant woes, _ 
Warken thy days, and steal thy night’s repose ? 
Doth poverty, with all her ills assail 

And every earthly spring of comfort fail ? 


Shall not the judge of this rebellious earth, 
Whose mighty fiat call’d the worlds to birth, 
Who gave thee all the blessings thou hast known, 
Each comfort yet possest---each treasure flown ; 
Shall not this righteous judge, with wise decree, 
Do right with all his own---do right by thee? 


Then count not o’er the sorrows throu hast borne, 
How oft and deeply thou art call’d to mourn : 
Not one of all the various ills that fall 
'To thy sad lot, but thou deserv’st them ad. 
Christian, not one had been thy lot to prove 
Had not the source of wisdom, and of love — 
Seen it were best for thee. Could one been spar’d, 
Celestial spirit, Zion’s constant guard, 
Had warded the sharp arrow from thy breast, 
Nor death, nor hell been suffer’d to molest. 


Is thy name graven on Immanuel’s heart ? 
In his rich merits dost thou hope a part ? 
Dost thou remember what his death has done, 
For whom he stffer’d, and the prize he won? 
And wilt thou think it hard to taste the cup, 
And share with him who freely drank it up ? 
Ah ! think how few the drops thy lips have known! 


\¢ 
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The bitter, bitter dregs were all his own. 


ie Child of the promises, dry up thy tears, 
My Fly to his cross with all thy cares and fears, 
t | ; Beneath the droppings of his precious blood, 
fe; Lay down at once ~ murmurings and thy load ; 
i Kiss the kind hand t 
sind love, and trust, a wise and faithful God. 


at lifts the needed rod, 


| 4 | Donations to the Missionary Society of Connecticut. 
bat 1309. 


John Spencer, collected in new settlements.......9 86 15 
PCIE TONE 5 5 in sn cas ociesc MM BecnasenkdccsececncsvcereseesclO AT 
Vira Tracy, Of Lisbotiy.......cccscsssssosorsscsessasscreresseos 
Jon. Leslie, collected in new settlements.....0.s.0.06 20 
EE Fes iccsseersscsestssceniellMvarescsensdcacconaetndaionood 08 
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